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Happy Veterans Day

RACCA wishes to thank Veterans for their service as well as their families who support them
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	Jim Goddard









		Time of Transition For RACCA

After 21 years at the helm of the Regional Air Cargo Carriers Association, Stan Bernstein will step down at the end of 2023, passing the baton to RACCA Member and soon-to-be-President James Goddard, a familiar face along with his wife Laurie, at annual meetings.

The move comes at a time of transition for both RACCA and the industry as emerging technologies vie for lift against conventional aircraft.
 
“This is a time of change,” said Chair Tim Komberec in introducing the leadership change. “There is no way we can ever express our deep appreciation of Stan and all he’s done. I’m pleased to announce the board and Stan have been working on a transition plan. Jim Goddard, a long-time member, close friend, friend of the industry has agreed to step into Stan’s shoes. Effective January 1, Jim will take on the president’s role with Stan as advisor. We are very fortunate to have this transition. We’ve been worried whether we could ever replace Stan, who has been such a critical part of this small organization. We are who we are right now but you, Jim, are not required to keep us there. You are not a caretaker. We need you to take us forward.”
 
“We are at the end of an era,” said Bernstein. “But it has always been about the people. That’s what I always loved about this organization, and I can assure you I’ll be around as a guest.”
 
The transition is fitting since Goddard and Bernstein have been friends for three decades and, said Goddard, Stan has guided his career from the start. For the past 33 years, Goddard served as a Sr. Vice President and a member of Cape Air’s Executive Leadership team. In his role at Cape Air, he participated in the development of the organization’s strategic planning as well as other critical company initiatives. In addition, as a long-standing member of the Regional Air Cargo Carriers Association (RACCA) Board of Directors, Goddard served as Treasurer. He holds a Bachelor of Science degree from Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University and a commercial pilot and A & P Technician Certifications with Inspection Authorization. Goddard lives on Cape Cod, MA, with his wife of 35 years and has three grown daughters and two granddaughters.
 
A full report on the RACCA conference will be sent next week covering both social and business events. Stay Tuned!
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Please Welcome Desert Air Transport, Morningstar
 
Desert Air Transport became the latest airline member of the Regional Air Cargo Carriers Association. Founded in Utah in the 1990s, it delivered auto parts across the country and Canada. DesertAir then flew fish seasonally in Alaska with the reliable workhorse of the Alaskan interior, the DC-3 airplane. It began year-round charter air freight cargo service across Alaska to rural villages in 2001, adding direct points of service each year to remote Alaska destinations. Desert Air now serves 200+ locations with direct nonstop all cargo charter service from Ted Stevens Anchorage International Airport. Its all-charter cargo delivery service is available 24/7 for delivery of anything from boats, to building materials, hazmat to hunting supplies, food and fuel barrels.






			[image: https://imgssl.constantcontact.com/letters/images/sys/S.gif]
	[image: https://files.constantcontact.com/922ee69e401/2856eddf-9ae4-40db-be7f-4c389fd41db1.png?rdr=true]


Morningstar Air Express, headquartered at the Edmonton International Airport, currently employs more than 260 maintenance, flight operations and administrative personnel at various locations across Canada, including Vancouver, Calgary, Edmonton, Winnipeg, Toronto, Montreal, Moncton and Halifax. Its fleet currently includes nine Boeing B757-200 aircraft, nine Cessna C208B Caravans and four ATR-72s. 

﻿Originally named Brooker Wheaton Aviation Ltd., the company was founded in 1970 by two Edmonton businessmen, Mr. Don Wheaton, and Dr. Bev Brooker. The early business focus was aircraft sales, service, parts, fuel sales and a full-service fixed base operation (FBO). In the early 1980s, the Wheaton group became the sole shareholder of the company as it expanded its turboprop and corporate jet fleet. The company began flying for various courier companies and acquired a contract to operate Boeing 727 aircraft nationwide for Federal Express Canada (FedEx). Today the airline is operating on a long-term ACMI contract for FedEx and provides third-party maintenance services on various aircraft types across Canada. The business continues to excel at dedicated cargo services and third-party maintenance for its valued clients.
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New President for Wiggins

On the cusp of current Wiggins Airways President Donna Nixon retirement after 36 years with the company, Ameriflight named Paul Halter, currently Vice President of Airline Operations at Ameriflight, as new President for its wholly-owned subsidiary, Wiggins Airways. Halter will continue to report to Chief Executive Officer Alan Rusinowitz and will retain a portion of the responsibilities of his current role. As Wiggins President, he will also be responsible for planning and executing current and future business operation strategies at the airline. Nixon will stay on until the end of the year, working closely with Halter to ensure a smooth transition. Read more.

UPS Results

UPS inked third quarter consolidated revenues of $21.1 billion, down 12.8% from the year-ago period. Consolidated operating profit was $1.3 billion, down 56.9% from 3Q22. The company cited unfavorable macro-economic conditions from declining global demand but reported volume, diverted on a threatened strike, is returning. It updated its full-year 2023 consolidated revenue and margins reflecting market uncertainty and expects consolidated revenue of between $91.3 billion and $92.3 billion with a consolidated adjusted operating market of between 10.8% and 11.3%. Read more.

Beta Technologies Alia Set for USAF Testing

The USAF will begin a months-long testing of Beta Technologies’ Alia electric aircraft after the aircraft made a series of flight down the East Coast to the USAF base in Florida, marking the first delivery of an aircraft to a contracted partner. After arriving at the 413 Squadron, the Air Force will stage hands-on experimentation and training with Alia and related technology as well as test and validate potential uses including critical resupply, cargo delivery and personnel transport. Read more.

DHC Partners with Universal Avionics
 
De Havilland Canada selected Universal Avionics, an Elbit Systems company, as lead supplier of integrated flight decks for the CL-215T and CL-415 firefighting aircraft. The Universal Avionics flight deck system will support aerial firefighting operations with NextGen flight display, flight management, data communication, and connectivity systems. Read more.

AE Industrial Partners Takes Stake in Yingling

AE Industrial Partners, a U.S.-based private equity firm specializing in aerospace, defense & government services, space, power & utility services, and specialty industrial markets, acquired a majority interest in Yingling Aviation, a leading provider of maintenance, repair and overhaul (MRO) and fixed-base operator (FBO) services to business aviation and government customers throughout the United States. Based in Wichita, the airline is led by Chair and CEO Lynn Nichols and President Andrew Nichols who remain active leaders and investors in the company. Terms of the transaction were not disclosed. Read more.


Textron Sees Strong 3Q Growth

After delivering 38 turboprops during 3Q23, Textron Aviation reported a five-aircraft increase from the year ago period. It also reported 3Q revenue of $1.3 billion, up 14.7% year-on-year on a mix of high volume and higher pricing and 12% increase in the orderbook over the year-ago period. Textron also delivered 38 Cessna jets for the quarter and finished with a $7.4 billion backlog. It continues to experience supply chain issues particularly impacting its Bell division which delivered 23 helicopters during the quarter, less than half the units delivered in the year-ago quarter. The Bell backlog stands at $5.2 billion. Read more.
﻿
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Cape Air Donates Aircraft to Local College
 
On Wednesday, October 4, Cape Air donated a third Cessna 402C aircraft to Cape Cod Community College’s Aviation Maintenance Technology program, demonstrating the company’s steadfast support of education and professional development in the aviation sector.
 
The donation of this Cessna 402 allows students unparalleled access to real-word experience in aviation maintenance as well as the opportunity to apply their classroom knowledge in a hands-on environment, preparing them for successful careers in this industry.
 
“We are pleased to support aviation education and to play a role in cultivating new talent in the field of Aviation Maintenance Technology,” said Cape Air President and CEO Linda Markham. “We have been actively supporting the Aviation Maintenance Technology Program since its inception in 2016, when we donated the first aircraft to the program. To see this program grow and its students flourish is a testament to our commitment to the community and to the aviation industry as a whole." Read more.

Textron's Kriya Shortt Discusses Furture of Textron eAviation

The newly named CEO of eAviation Kriya Shortt is focusing on continuing to evolve battery technology with its Velis while moving into the Nuuva, a very large cargo carrying drone. It is an electric vertical takeoff and conventional forward lift. And we're able to take those technologies and share those across even into our Nexus eVTOL platform that we're working on here at Textron eAviation. Read more.

Engineering Magazine Takes a Peek at Natilus’s Vision to Reinvent Air Freight

Natilus, a San Diego-based aerospace startup, is building a new type of aircraft responding to the fact current air freight aircraft run out of space before they reach weight limits. Natilus is developing a family of three blended wing body aircraft, starting with the short-haul feeder Kona, a 19,000-pound plane which will offer a 3.8-ton payload offering more space, fewer emissions and the potential to revolutionize the $5 trillion global supply chain. Even more interesting, Natilus’ 21st-century approach to design points to a revolution brewing in the aerospace industry itself and builds on the blended wing body design first proposed in the 1920s. While BWBs may be problematic for passengers, no such limitations exist with cargo, enabling the increase in freight at a lower cost than conventional aircraft. Read more.

Pos To Lead Airspace Integration Project for Reliable Robotics

Reliable Robotics Corporation said it took a pivotal step in its Airspace Integration Solution which focuses on seamlessly integrating remotely piloted aircraft into the National Airspace System. Central to this strategy is the development of Detect and Avoid (DAA) systems. To steer this, the company brought on Mark Pos, with three decades of radar expertise, to lead its radar design. Pos’s experience will be instrumental in addressing the challenges of certifying these DAA systems. Read more. 

Beta Technologies Selects Garmin Flight Deck

Garmin announced a long-term agreement to provide the state-of-the-art Garmin G3000® integrated flight deck to BETA Technologies for its CX300 revolutionary electric fixed-wing aircraft and A250 electric vertical takeoff and landing (eVTOL) aircraft. The conventional fixed wing CX300 aircraft and A250 eVTOL aircraft are designed to enable a diverse range of missions and operations including short-haul transport operations for military, cargo, medical and passenger applications – all with ower operational costs. BETA intends to enter into service as early as 2025 with its ALIA CTOL (CX300), and as early as 2026 with its ALIA VTOL (A250). Read more.
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Ampaire Highlights Hybrid Electric Aircraft at RACCA

Ampaire Inc., a leader in hybrid electric aircraft systems, displayed its hybrid electric EEL demonstrator aircraft at the Regional Air Cargo Carriers Association’s annual conference in Scottsdale, AZ last week. The EEL has demonstrated fuel savings of up to 40% versus a standard Cessna Skymaster, on which it is based. The aircraft is a parallel hybrid, with one conventional combustion engine and an independent electric drivetrain. Optimized hybrid electric aircraft can demonstrate substantially higher fuel savings and emissions reductions, making it ideal for owner-flown, charter and short-haul regional airline/cargo carriers.
 
After the success of the EEL’s record-breaking trip to Alaska a few months ago, Ampaire CEO Kevin Noertker flew with the aircraft to Scottsdale and was on hand to discuss the potential of hybrid electric aviation and its far-reaching impact on the future of transportation with the dozens of members who attended the static display at the Jet Aviation facility at Scottsdale Executive Airport.

Pictured: Ampaire CEO Kevin Noertker during RACCA's Static Display. 

﻿King Air Whale Pod Certified

Butler National Corporation subsidiary, Avcon Industries Inc., obtained FAA Supplemental Type Certificate (STC) approval of the Avcon nose extension and the Avcon extra-large "Whale Pod" modifications in the King Air Model B300 Airplanes. Designed by the Avcon aerospace engineers to minimize drag and maximize available space for King Air operators, the 'Whale Pod' provides approximately 80 cubic feet of additional space in the fuselage-mounted pod. Read more.

Reliable Airlines Opens New Albuquerque Hangar
 
Reliable Airlines, a cargo airline based in Albuquerque, cut the ribbon last week on a new 10,000 square foot hangar and facility. Attended by guests including federal, city and state officials, and airport and chamber executives, the ceremoney marked its expansion at Albuquerque International SunPort where the aerospace sector locally is thriving, and employs nearly 16,000 professionals, contributing $2 billion to regional GDP in Albuquerque.
 
Reliable is a wholly owned subsidiary of Reliable Robotics Corporation, which is bringing to market aviation safety-enhancing technologies, including auto-land, auto-taxi, and auto-takeoff, as well as high-integrity navigation and remote piloting capabilities. The Reliable autonomous flight system will initially be deployed on the Cessna Caravan but can be adapted for use on almost any aircraft.
 
The airline is a Part 135 airline founded in 2004. In 2022, the company relocated its central base of operation to Albuquerque to provide air cargo services. Reliable Airlines is the first new Part 135 carrier to launch cargo flights for FedEx Express in more than 25 years. Read more.

Beta Technologies Gains Helijet as Customer

Helijet placed firm orders for four Beta Technologies’ Alia single-pilot, five-passenger eVTOLs on plans to operate under instrument flight rules. According to Beta, the Alia will be certified by 2026, with Helijet set to begin commercial operations in southwestern British Columbia and the wider Pacific Northwest region shortly thereafter. Read more.
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Mountain Air Cargo Sponsors 29th Annual Pink Ribbon Open
 
Members of Mountain Air Cargo were lucky enough to attend the Annual Pink Ribbon Open (PRO) in Memphis, TN where we had the opportunity to meet with our customer and other individuals from the feeder network for this great cause. The PRO was founded by a group of passionate volunteers who shared the belief that they could make a difference in women’s health including breast cancer treatment and prevention. Nearly 100% of all funds raised at this event are returned as grants to healthcare organizations in the Greater Memphis Area. In the past 29 years, over $4.7 million dollars has been granted to local organizations for treatments, screenings, and education. Read more

Blackhawk Celebrates 150 Cessna Caravan Engine Upgrades

Blackhawk Aerospace, a leading provider of aircraft performance enhancements, completed its 150th Cessna Caravan Engine+ Upgrade delivering a significant increase in available horsepower, which provides impressive climb rates, higher safety margins, and access to more destinations including those in high-and-hot conditions or with unimproved runways. The company offers two upgrade options for Caravan operators: the XP140 and the Vy conversions, which feature the Pratt & Whitney Canada (P&WC) PT6A-140 and the PT6A-42A engines respectively. Read more.

Beta Technologies Expands Charging Network.
 
After launching its charging network in Ohio, Beta Technologies is now targeting the Raleigh, NC executive airport at Sanford to add to its network, the first place in the state where electric aircraft will be able to land and recharge. Read more. 
 
PWC Milestones for 2023
 
Pratt & Whitney Canada reached 1 billion flight hours at a time when it is celebrating the 60th anniversary of its venerable PT6 turbine engine the 6000th PW300 series turbofan. It also had its 200th engine certification with Transport Canada for the PW127XT-L for the ATR 42-600s. The company is also developing R&D projects for advanced air mobility such as hydrogen fuel and fuel cell technology including tests underway with the de Havilland Dash 8. Read more.

ATR Reaches Key STOL Milestone
 
On the heels of Pratt & Whitney Canada’s PW127XT-L engine certification, ATR said it was a key milestone in the development of its ATR 42-600S STOL aircraft. The aircraft promises reduced take-off and landing distances, to just 800 meters in standard flight conditions increasing airport access by 1,000 airports globally. Read more.
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ZeroAvia Inks AFI KLM E&M Training Deal
 
In an effort to prepare for future introduction of emerging technology aircraft and powerplants, ZeroAvia and the MRO run by AFI KLM E&M, reached an MOU to partner on technician training and component support. To address the aftermarket in aircraft maintenance operations and retrofitting, the two will jointly study technical training requirements and processes for hydrogen-electric propulsion technology. The giant MRO previously announced plans for maintenance training for advanced air mobility starting in 2025. This comes as universities and aviation maintenance training facilities complain they are unable to prepare because manufacturers see such efforts as part of its intellectual property and are not sharing with the training industry yet. Read more.

PWI LED Logo Light PMA Approved

PWI announced FAA PMA approval for the LED Logo Light for Beechcraft King Air 90, 200, 300, B300/350; and the Beech 1900 C/D models. Additionally, two of these same lights are used by the Cessna Citation X 750 as Wing Inspection Lights. PWI’s new LED boasts as many service hours as 625 bulbs.

UPS Partner, Matternet, Receives for UAS Type Certification

Matternet, the developer of the world’s leading urban and suburban drone delivery system – the Matternet M2 drone – achieved approval for an amendment to its first-ever UAS Type Certification by FAA. This groundbreaking development highlights the continued improvements Matternet has made to the M2 aircraft’s hardware and software, which will enable Matternet and its customers to scale operations faster and more cost-effectively. This is the second certification for the company approved before any other delivery drones have achieved that mark across the industry. In 2022, Matternet’s M2 drone became the first non-military unmanned aircraft to achieve Type Certification (September 2022) and Production Certification (November 2022) in the United States. The aircraft underwent a rigorous evaluation process by the FAA, which resulted in the M2 drone proving to be airworthy and eligible for scaled commercial delivery operations. Read more.

Tecnam Delivers Two P2012s

The third and fourth Tecnam P2012s were delivered recently to Pacific Air Charters which began take delivery of its new fleet in August. The manufacturer also announced the P2012 Traveller was delivered to the UFLY VI Caribbean fleet.
 
Tecnam is on track to certify the new P2012 STOL with EASA, with type certification expected by the end of 2023.
 
The aircraft is designed for Short Take Off and Landing (STOL) operations and is specifically engineered to operate at the most demanding commercial airports. The P2012 STOL is the only twin-piston aircraft with Short Take-Off and Landing capabilities that complies with the latest certification changes. It offers a maximum gross weight of 3680 kg / 8113 lb while maintaining a modern design, a wide and comfortable cabin and 11 seats. 
 
As the company continues to grow its customer base in North America, Tecnam is improving service offerings to customers and service centers to ensure and enhance service, training and support by partnering with Deland, FL based Aero Affinity Holding Company on a dedicated maintenance training program for the Americas, flight schools and service centers. 

FedEx Takes Two New Boeings

FedEx took delivery of its 56th 777F and 134 767F to its growing fleet which now stands near 500 aircraft as it expects several more deliveries. Simpleflying reported the company has taken delivery of 28 new aircraft since the beginning of 2023 including aircraft to Mountain Air Cargo, IFL Group and Empire Airlines. Read more.

UPS Impact Summit

UPS gathered local luminaries and aviation leaders at its second UPS Impact Summit, aligning with the company’s customer-first, people-led and innovation-driven business strategy. This year’s Summit brought together customers, employees, nonprofit leaders and government officials to discuss the importance of inclusion, innovation and collaboration as businesses work to positively impact communities. UPS CEO Carol B. Tomé delivered the Summit’s welcome alongside Atlanta Mayor Andre Dickens and other influential leaders from UPS, Walker & Company Brands and Beta Technologies. Read more.
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Specialty Cargo Rises as Traditional Cargo Declines

Data from WorldACD show some products are holding up better than others under current market conditions. For example, said Adriaan den Heijer, EVP Cargo at Air France-KLM Martinair, adding volumes of perishables are up 4% while pharma is relatively inelastic (0%). However, the economic effects are clear on express (-17%) and general cargo (-12%), including some e-commerce, and dangerous goods (-12%). He noted a positive trend in hi-tech and ‘vulnerables’ (+7%), “which probably has something to do with some new product launches, but we are not sure yet whether this is sustainable.” Read more.

Air Cargo Demand Rises

The International Air Transport Association (IATA) reported September 2023 global air cargo markets, showing continuing demand recovery. Global demand, measured in cargo ton-kilometers (CTKs), increased by 1.9% compared to September 2022 levels (+1.6% for international operations). Capacity, measured in available cargo ton-kilometers (ACTKs), was up 12.1% compared to September 2022 (+11.0% for international operations). Growth was largely related to international belly capacity which rose 31.5% year-on-year as airlines scaled up operations to meet peak-northern summer travel season demand. Read more.

$250K Bonsue to Fly For Pax Regionals 

Mainline passenger carriers are eyeing cargo pilots as the next opportunity in securing pilots who can take the captains seat at regionals, specifically going after FedEx and UPS pilots impacted by the downturn in cargo since the pandemic peak. In a Wall Street Journal report Pat DiMento, FedEx’s vice president of flight operations and training said they might want to consider PSA’s offer if they are frustrated with their flying hours and career progression. “Frankly, I was pessimistic about how attractive the opportunity might be when first approached, but the details are compelling,” he wrote in a message to pilots.

"PSA Airlines, a regional carrier owned by American is offering bonuses totaling $250,000 for UPS and FedEx pilots who can come work as captains and help fill a gap that has forced PSA to keep planes grounded," wrote WSJ. "UPS passed on the details to pilots who recently accepted a company buyout. Shuttling passengers from cities like Knoxville, Tenn., and Birmingham, Ala., to Charlotte, N.C., on small planes could mean a step down in prestige, pilots said, with more uncertainty over pay and working conditions. Cargo pilots typically have fixed schedules and fewer legs to fly in a day compared with their counterparts at passenger airlines, and historically have had a lower risk of furloughs.

"A UPS spokesman said the offer attracted great interest, and the company reached its buyout target," the article continued. "PSA reached out to UPS looking to recruit these pilots, and the parcel carrier passed along the information to departing pilots. UPS had around 3,400 pilots before the buyout. FedEx said in July that it has an excess of 700 pilots, out of around 5,800. FedEx has never furloughed pilots in its 50-year history. After at least one year of service, FedEx first officers make around $156 to $238 an hour based on the type of plane they fly and their seniority. FedEx captains make $235 to $336 an hour. Read more. 

The airline industry has put a dent in the pilot shortage

Jefferies: Pilot Shortage Still Looms Despite ATP Growth

Mesa Offers ‘Pay-As-You-Go’ Pilot Training

Mesa is offering pay-as-you-go pilot training using its Pipistrel Alpha 2 light aircraft as part of its pilot development program designed to accelerate cadet progress toward building to their 1500-hour flight time. Not just a time-building program, it is also designed as a career development opportunity preparing pilots for flying with Mesa Airlines. Cadets are required to purchase at least 50-hour blocks at $60 hourly and fly a monthly minimum of 25h. Recently, NTSB Jennifer Homendy noted she was paying $450 per hour. The company plans to acquire 29 Pipistrel Alpha 2 aircraft, with options to buy up to 75 more, for the pilot training program. Read more.

Universal Hydrogen Unveils Hydrogen Modular Capsule for ATR-72

Universal Hydrogen, a hydrogen fuel services provider using unique modular hydrogen capsule technology, today announced it has completed an operational demonstration of loading and unloading its proprietary modular hydrogen capsules on its ATR-72 test aircraft. Simultaneously, the company also showcased the fueling logistics solution for its new H2AmpCart™, which is being designed and developed in partnership with JBT AeroTech and will serve as a hydrogen fuel cell-powered, mobile battery charger for electric ground support equipment. The demonstration, attended by airlines, airports, official authorities as well as OEMs that are part of the Airport Compatibility for the Alternative Aviation Fuels Task Force (ACAAF TF), marks significant progress towards the near-term application of green hydrogen on airports. The Task supports the transformation of airports to greener solutions that will allow the industry’s continued sustainable growth (GSE). Read more.
 
ARSA, AEA Push Back Against Guidance Creating New OpSpec for Part 145 Stations

In an October 31 letter to FAA, Aeronautical Repair Station Association and Aircraft Electronic Association called for the withdrawal of Notice 8900.679 Part 145 Repair Stations and New OpSpec DO90, Coordinating Agency for Supplier Evaluation (CASE), saying the op spec has no basis in regulatory authority. D090 would be issued to certificate holders seeking to use a CASE audit in their quality control system. The associations underscored the expansive use of operations specifications paragraphs that are convenient to the agency, but not required by the regulations. The letter referenced a recommendation by the ARAC Part 145 Working Group to review and remove any OpSpecs paragraphs that are not safety limitations. Read more.

Amazon to Pay for Technician Training

Amazon is working with International Aerotech Academy in Lakeland, FL, in a two-year paid tuition program to train Amazon workers to become aircraft maintenance technicians after experiencing delays from both pilot and AMT shortages. Amazon’s Career Choice program, everyone from basic fulfillment workers on up can apply. It has a fulfillment center in Lakeland and expects to have 80 enrolled by year-end. Read more.

Record Comments on FAA’s Proposed On-Demand Charter Rule

More than 76,000 comments were posted at the FAA, according to JSX, the on-demand charter company under attack by American Airlines, Southwest, ALPA and other unions along with SkyWest Charter which wants to offer EAS service with the model. The number of comments, 99.8% of which support JSX and SkyWest Charter, is well beyond the 50,000 comments received on drones, and beats all records previously received either by DOT or FAA. View From the Wing Editor Gary Leff disputed FAA position there has been a rise in public charters which have actually dropped from 300 operators in the 1978-98 period to 62 in 2022. He also reiterated the fact there is no safety issue with these companies nor is it clear FAA has the authority to make the proposed changes. In addition, while ALPA describes the JSX operation as a loophole, Leff disagrees stating current rules have been in place for 25 years and, FAA has explicitly stated these operations are legal and permitted for unlimited flight operations and Congress expressly recognized public charter companies may offer regularly scheduled service such as SkyWest Charter and JSX. Read more.
 
Av Groups Warn Part 380 Changes Would Curb Service
 
Greek Postal Service Adopts Drones for Delivery
 
Partnering with Dronamics, the first cargo drone airline to receive a European license, Hellenic Post will use drones for postal delivery after signing a letter of intent to bring the first postal service by cargo drone to Greece. Dronamics designs, develops and operates cargo drones and will provide middle-mile deliveries to Hellenic Post which will start with domestic service between the mainland and islands. The partners are considering Athens-to-key European cities in the future. Read more.
 
Premier Aviation to Invest $32.5m in New Florida Facility for Embraer, ATR Work

A Canadian MRO is expanding to Bay County, FL, with a $32.5 million facility and the promise of 250 jobs. Located at Northwest Florida Beaches International Airport, the new Premier Aviation facility, planned to open in mid-2025, will specialize in regional aircraft, including ERJ 145, EMB 175 and 190 as well as ATR 42 and 72 aircraft. Read more.
 
Logistics AI Platforms Overly Complex

While AI is expected to increase efficiency, improve process control and user experiences, current progress toward adoption in the logistics industry is hampered by user-unfriendly interfaces, says a new report from Awery Aviation Software. It is already being used to automate laborious manual processes and secure payments, but full benefits will remain elusive for the air cargo industry until platforms and apps are compatible for smartphones to complete bookings and track shipments on the go or on the ramp. Read more.
 
United Launches Calibrate Technician Pathway
 
In an effort to attract reservists and students from US Army Reserves Aviation Command Unit, National Aviation Academy, Pittsburgh Institute of Aeronautics and the Aviation Institute of Maintenance, United Airlines launched Calibrate Technician Pathway program and expects to recruit 300 students annually. The program is designed to help reservists obtain their airframe and powerplant (A&P) license and transition out of the military. Reservists and students upon graduation will interview at the airline’s Tech Ops recruiting center in Houston and if they pass, would work at United Express carriers and MRO partners. Read more.
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	Raymond James Analyst Savanthi Syth Outlined Pilot Wages and the Pandemic Impact on Hiring and Pathways during the University Aviation Association Conference in September



		[image: https://files.constantcontact.com/922ee69e401/61511d06-0177-4886-a28a-9a545e07f8ae.png?rdr=true]



	Raymond Jame Analyst Savanthi Syth reported on the Pandemic Impact on Hiring and Pathways during the University Aviation Association Conference in September
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	Raymond Jame Analyst Savanthi Syth reported on the Pandemic Impact on Pathways during the University Aviation Association Conference in September
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Show Your Support for RACCA 

Place the RACCA Logo on your website., a great idea for companies wanting to show their partnership with us and show support for RACCA efforts. Reach out to kcreedy@raccaonline.org to receive a copy of our logo and thank you for your support!
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US Senate Confirms Whitaker for FAA Administrator
 
After clearance from the Senate Commerce Committee and unanimous support from aviation industry groups, the full senate unanimously cleared the way for Michael Whitaker to become the next FAA administrator ending more than a year of leadershiplessness at the agency. Whitaker is an experienced FAA hand as deputy administrator under the Obama administration and comes to post from his position as COO of emerging technology company Supernal. His background includes operational posts at United and TWA. His challenges include the depleted FAA workforce, safety improvements addressing runway incursions and near collisions and the certification of both conventional and new technology aircraft. Read more .

Ed Bolton was also named the agency's new chief of staff. Bolton's background is in NextGen, and he was previously the assistant administrator for the program for three years. Prior to that, Bolton served in the Air Force, where he oversaw spacelift operations for nearly 20 years. 

Senate, FAA Focus on Runway Safety
 
As the Senate Aviation Safety, Operations and Innovation subcommittee, chaired by Tammy Duckworth, is set to begin November 9, FAA scheduled a new series of runway safety meetings before the end of the year. The meetings, held annually at each airport with a control tower, are the primary forum for pinpointing and addressing airport-specific risk in the surface environment. The product of the meeting is a Runway Safety Action Plan where stakeholders agree to pursue specific actions to improve surface safety. Read more.
 
US Senate Committee to 'examine serious close calls' to prevent 'catastrophe'

FAA Issues Part 135 Runway Obstacle Alert
 
In an InFO, FAA reported routine surveillance revealed some Part 135 operators are lacking proper authorization and/or sufficient knowledge, training, and checking on the use of airport runway obstacle analysis products and one-engine-inoperative (OEI) departure routing/procedures developed via methods such as described in Advisory Circular (AC) 120-91, Airport Obstacle Analysis and as authorized by Operation Specification (OpSpec) A009 – Airport Aeronautical Data. Read more.
FAA issues notice on runway obstacle analysis products for Part 135 Operators

FAA Teams with USAF on Uncrewed Aircraft Infrastructure
 
FAA and US Air Force joined forces to coordinate the safe integration of Advanced Air Mobility into the National Airspace System by exchanging data and sharing technical and infrastructure assets and experience to aid AAM development. The agreement is between FAA and AFWERX, known as the AF's technology directorate and innovation arm. The data collected will inform FAA certification work, policies, standards and future airspace integration requirements. Read more .
 
FAA Approves Nation's First Vertiport
 
Virginia's dual-use Blackstone Army Airfield received conditional FAA approval to operate as a Vertiport, the first licensed public-use vertiport in the country. The project was pushed by Navos Air, a Virginia-based air navigation services company, and was funded by the Virginia Innovation Partnership Corporation (VIPC) through the Virginia Commonwealth Center of Innovation for Autonomous Systems grant program, reported AIN. Navos specializes in the development and maintenance of non-Part 97 (special) satellite-based performance-based navigation instrument flight procedures and heliport evaluation. Read more.
 
Industry Urges Performance-Based Energy Reserves
 
In comments to the FAA's notice of proposed rulemaking, the manufacturing industry made the case for FAA to follow EASA's lead in allowing performance-based energy reserves for electric aircraft. This would depart from conventional prescriptive time-based reserved proposed by the FAA in its draft operating rules for powered-lift-electric-vertical-takeoff-and-landing (eVTOL) aircraft. The industry proposal was explained in a GAMA report from its electric propulsion and innovation committee. Read more .
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﻿Don't forget to Donate to RACCA's Scholarship Program 
Click on the Donate Button






			[image: https://imgssl.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]









			[image: https://files.constantcontact.com/922ee69e401/19b656f9-2014-4144-aa14-10604d3a97e4.png?rdr=true]
	[image: https://imgssl.constantcontact.com/letters/images/sys/S.gif]


In Case You Missed It

FAPA Hiring Bulletin September 2023
 
FAPA October Hiring Bulletin
 
U.S. Department of Transportation Announces $14.8 Million in Grants to Help Small Communities Improve Air Service

A Deeper Look in Part 135 Cargo Ops Accidents

ATSG Reports Third Quarter 2023 Results
 
ATSG Board of Directors Appoints Joe Hete as Chief Executive Officer

A hiring paradox: Employers say they value their own older workers, but overlook older applicants
 
Back in business: How returnship is getting women back to work

How An Innovative Bus Service Is Maintaining Regional Air Connectivity

Horizon Names Jason Berry President

Biden-Harris Administration Announces Nearly $300 Million for Projects to Reduce Carbon Pollution from Aviation as Part of Investing in America Agenda

Single-Pilot Operations Are Under Increased Scrutiny
 
Archer’s Midnight Electric Air Taxi Completes Inaugural Test Flight

Advanced Air Mobility Spurs Avionics Generation Change
 
How and Why to Adopt an SMS

The Evolution of Aviation Safety Management
 
New Corporate Headquarters for Atlas Air Worldwide Will Be in White Plains, New York

Archer’s eVTOL Has Taken Flight, Setting a Course for a Full-Scale Launch in 2025

Is the US commuter flight market ready to go electric?

Amazon drone efforts are slow to take flight
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		Interested in keeping up with RACCA? Try following us on LinkedIn. 

Spread the word! Invite your contacts to follow RACCA on LinkedIn
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Sign up to receive our Payload Connector Blog.
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