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		Holiday Wishes

RACCA wishes its members Happy Holidays and Prosperous New Year. 
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Bernstein Reminisces About the Growth of RACCA
 
From its humble beginnings in a conference room at the Cessna Aircraft factory in Wichita, the Regional Air Cargo Carriers Association has grown to about 300 members and associate members who remain instrumental to its success.
 
But it is Stan Bernstein who has guided the association to the success it is today. And it would be remiss not to mention his partner in crime – his wife Karen.
 
“Karen has always played an important role behind and in front of RACCA,” said Stan in describing her work. “Getting the event organized, hotel meetings and our famous Hospitality Suite during the conference are all her doing. I remember during our first conference Karen climbed a ladder to hang associate member banners! Karen was always at my side encouraging members and me whenever it was necessary!”
 
Stan described the founding of RACCA. “I invited 14 regional airline executives to the meeting in Wichita and figured if eight showed up we could start an association representing the regional cargo industry,” Bernstein explained in a post conference interview. “Not only did all 14 show up, but a couple of vendors invited themselves to the meeting. We formed a board and I was elected president. So, we were off and running and I wondered what I’d gotten myself into!”
 
The 14 airlines were complemented by three associate members including ATR, Beechcraft and FlightSafety, all of which remain steadfast RACCA supporters. Evidence of the critical need for the organization was reflected in the quick word-of-mouth circulating in the industry. By the end of the first year, RACCA membership included 23 airlines and about two dozen associate members.
 
One of RACCA’s biggest boosters, Ameriflight, loaned John Hazlet to RACCA to work on regulatory issues and the ensure the interests of regional cargo carriers were represented in Washington.
 
“John, one of the most capable Part 135 experts in the world, usually had more subject matter knowledge than the FAA experts we’d go to visit on our many trips to Washington,” he said.
 
From those tiny roots, by its fifth anniversary RACCA had 40 airline members and 100 associate members, and its annual conference grew into a major industry event. “Initially we had about 200 attendees and, at this year’s conference, there were more than 400 which is pretty significant since RACCA is pretty much a volunteer organization to keep our costs very low,” said Stan. “By doing that we are able to pass the cost savings to the members thereby offering greater value to the airlines and associate members.”

Behind the Scenes
 
Stan would be the first to say, RACCA's work wouldn't get done without its supporting cast. RACCA, today has 49 airlines and 250 associate members and that growth enabled hiring a communications expert, Kathryn Creedy, who ensures RACCA is represented as aviation/airline industry issues such as the pilot shortage and 5G arise, helping to raise its visibility among legislators and other aviation organizations in Washington. It also enabled the production of a monthly newsletter.
 
Another lynchpin to RACCA’s success is Frank Inzirillo, who makes all the magic happen. “Frank is the backbone of RACCA,” said Stan rounding out the core group. “Almost all of the administrative requirements of RACCA are handled by him. All of the accounting, conference setup, registration, sponsorships setting up the exhibit hall (sometimes acting as policemen) and more are handled by Frank. Simply put, Frank made my job easy! I know Frank will continue his role working with Jim, the transition will be a breeze!”

Milestones
 
After 20 years at the helm, Stan has had many milestones. “I can think of many proud moments,” he said. “As RACCA made regular visits to various government agencies including FAA, TSA and DOT, we started to develop relationships with those agencies. Over time we became a household name, especially at FAA as seen in the invitations we get to participate in various Aviation Rulemaking Committees and to provide input to regulatory proposals affecting the regional airline industry. RACCA became a professional and respected name among the government agencies overseeing the regional cargo industry.”

Stan also recalled how Cessna began attending the conference 15 years ago. “They would only come to the conference if it determined the quality and professionals of the association,” he explained. “That year they sent a representative to evaluate the conference and later informed me Cessna would have to rise its own quality and professionalism to meet what they observed at our conference. That was a very nice stamp of approval for our associate members.”

Transition Time

As he passes the baton to Jim Goddard who takes over on January 1, Bernstein reflected on how the industry has changed.
 
“This is truly a time for transition for RACCA,” he said. “Our industry has transformed from mechanical to digital to uncrewed in a very short time frame. The latest transformation will take time as it involves new technologies and a regulatory environment that will be slow to react to it. This transition will also have a huge impact on our associate members who will have no choice but to embrace these new technologies as they arrive.

“As l retire from RACCA, I know the association is in excellent hands with Jim Goddard at the helm,” Stan continued. “Jim’s vast experience in the industry as well as his many years serving on the RACCA Board leaves him in the ideal position for continued leadership. I wish Jim well as I am sure we have left the future leadership of RACCA in excellent hands.”

The next step for Stan is full retirement and spending quality time with children and grandchildren. And we can look forward to seeing Stan and Karen at future RACCA conferences but, this time, as a much welcomed and revered guest. And for Karen? “I will miss many of the friends Stan and I made at RACCA,” she said.
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		The RACCA Newsletter is also brought to you by ASAP
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		Cape Air's John Furnari Wins RACCA Scholarship

It's always a deep pleasure to be able to hand over a scholarship check to a deserving young recipient which Stan Bernstein has done on occassion. This time it was to Cape Air's John Furnari, an aspiring pilots. With Stan and John are Cape Air CEO Linda Markham and Incoming RACCA President Jim Goddard. A full report on RACCA's scholarship recipients will come out late this month. 






			[image: https://imgssl.constantcontact.com/letters/images/1101116784221/S.gif]









		Thune Says Impasse on Pilot Training Near Resolution
 
Reuters reports Republican Senator John Thune the months-long standoff over pilot training may be resolved with a deal currently in the works. He spoke of an “acceptable deal” being reached that “incorporates some of the best and greatest technology” for pilot training. FAA Reauthorization was held up over the issue even after the House passed a similar bill calling for increased simulator training months ago which allowed pilots to complete 150 hours of required training in a flight simulator, resulting in an additional 50 hours. The language is currently under review by Senate Commerce Committee Chair Maria Cantwell. Read more.

Pilots need to be generalists, not specialists

Pilot Age Declining

General Aviation News reports on the 2022 Aerospace Medical Certification Statistical Handbook which found the average age of a pilot who holds a medical certificate is 39.6 years. Just seven years ago, the average age was 43, FAA officials note. 90.8% of pilots with a medical certificate were male and 9.2% were female. Read more.
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RACCA Makes the News
 
For the first time we had a video reporter from Florida News Network on hand during the RACCA conference interviewing attendees about their businesses and RACCA about its transitions.
 
Brian Purdy’s TV Interviews from RACCA Conference
 
Fred Bedard Discusses How Massachusetts Prepares for Air Mobility
 
Ampaire’s Kevin Noertker Discusses Plans for Caravan and Hybrid Electric at RACCA Static Line
 
RACCA Discusses Industry Transitions, Careers, Opportunities
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		Member News
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Mountain Air Cargo, WASI Partner with Castle Aviation, Pathway Program

Mountain Air Cargo has seen steady growth and synergies since its acquisition of World Aircraft Services prompting a new partnership between MCA, WASI and Castle Aviation. The partnership enhances maintenance capacity to meet the continued growth of the business. The agreement also comes with a Pilot Pathway Program that allow a seamless transition for pilots between MAC and Castle. Read more.

Elroy Air Logs First Chaparral Flight

Elroy Air flew the world’s first turbogenerator-hybrid electric vertical take-off and landing (hVTOL) aircraft - the Chaparral C1 - on November 12 at its test-flight facility in Byron, CA . The C1 is an autonomous hVTOL aircraft, with distributed electric propulsion and a turbogenerator-battery architecture. The milestone marks a significant step forward in the company’s mission to enable same-day shipping to every person on the planet and agile, low-risk resupply for defense. 

Check out the video.

Merlin Named to Fast Company’s Honors

Merlin, the aviation technology company, was named to Fast Company’s third annual Next Big Things in Tech list, honoring technology breakthroughs that promise to shape the future of industries. Merlin’s integrated hardware and software solution enables takeoff to touchdown autonomy across a variety of existing aircraft. Merlin’s flight control software, which is safety-critical, and its communications system listen to Air Traffic Control (ATC), converting audio to text and instructing the aircraft to adjust flight maneuvers such as direction and altitude. By leveraging the best in human machine teaming, Merlin is expanding its capabilities and delivering improved outcomes. Read more.
 
Electra Secures Early Delivery Positions for Bristow with Deposit for Five Electra eSTOLs
 
Following the successful first flights of Electra.aero, Inc.’s (Electra) eSTOL technology demonstrator aircraft, Bristow Group secured early delivery positions for five of Electra's hybrid-electric short takeoff and landing (eSTOL) production aircraft by executing a deposit agreement. Bristow signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with Electra in 2021 to be the principal launch operational customer for the eSTOL aircraft, with a pre-order of up to 50 aircraft. Read more.
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Electra Completes First Flight

The world’s first hybrid-electric eSTOL Aircraft flight was completed by Electra when the company’s EL-2 Goldfinch took to the skies November 11 at Manassas Regional Airport. Electra's Vice President and General Manager JP Stewart reported the first hybrid flight lasted 23 minutes, reached an altitude of 3,200 feet, and covered a distance of approximately 30 miles. The two-seat Goldfinch eSTOL technology demonstrator is the world's first blown lift aircraft using distributed electric propulsion and a hybrid-electric propulsion system. Read more.

Barfield Inks Agreement with Viva Aerobus

Barfield Inc., a subsidiary of Air France Industries KLM Engineering & Maintenance (AFI KLM E&M) in the Americas, enters into an agreement with Viva Aerobus to provide Donecle’s Drone Solution for A320 Fleet Inspections. Barfield has been the official distributor of Donecle’s drones in the Americas for almost three years. Read more.

Knott Name to Duncan Aviation Sales
 
Meghan Knott joined Duncan Aviation’s Aircraft Sales & Acquisitions team as a Market Research Analyst at its full-service MRO facility in Lincoln, NE. In this role, Knott will provide support to the Aircraft Sales & Acquisitions team by focusing on collecting expedient and accurate data, analytics, and insights on current aircraft markets for their clientele. Read more.

UPS Reveals Integrated Supply Chain Platform
 
UPS introduced the UPS Supply Chain Symphony™ platform, a new tool integrating various supply chain components, including shipping, warehousing, and inventory management, into a single platform. This unified approach empowers UPS customers to operate more efficiently, gain better visibility into their supply chains, and more effectively address challenges as they arise. Read more.
 
UPS unveils state-of-the-art warehouse and distribution center in Shepherdsville
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FedEx Panda Express Delivers

Three giant pandas, including 25-year-old Mei Xiang, 26-year-old Tian Tian, and their three-year-old cub, Xiao Qi Ji, arrived in Chengdu, China on a FedEx Express charter flight from Washington, D.C. Working with the Smithsonian’s National Zoo and Conservation Biology Institute, the giant pandas began their journey on November 8 and traveled via a FedEx Express Boeing 777F, dubbed the “FedEx Panda Express.” The shipping and logistics company has long worked with the Chinese government and zoos around the world to safely ship giant pandas to and from China. FedEx is proud to donate the cost of transporting the pandas as part of its ongoing corporate social responsibility and environmental conservation efforts. Read more.

Archer, Beta Collaborate on Charging Tech

In an effort to accelerate the adoption of an interoperable charging system in the electric aviation industry, Archer Aviation and Beta Technologies are collaborating. Archer acquired several of Beta’s interoperable and multimodal fast-charging system which employs the Combined Charging Standard (CCS) used by electric aircraft manufacturers. The goal is to spur widespread roll-out of the charging network. Beta’s systems are already in use at 14 locations across the Eastern US and development work is underway at another 55 locations along the East and Gulf Coasts as well as Archer's flight test facilities in California. Read more.
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Beta Technologies Granted ExIm Bank Manufacturing Loan

The US Export-Import Bank approved an historic $169 million dollar loan to BETA Technologies, a Burlington, VT-based company, which manufactures electric aircraft and charging infrastructure, to finance a net-zero Final Assembly Production Facility. The fund is part of the Make More in America initiative which unlocks financing for American manufacturing, strengthens America’s global competitiveness, closes critical supply chain gaps, and supports American jobs. Read more. 

Photo Caption: Kyle Clark and team members of BETA Technologies recently visited RACCA Incoming President Jim Goddard who at the end of November. Goddard noted over the past 3-4 years, he has had the opportunity to meet with the team at BETA several times and experience the passion, innovation, creativity, & excitement they have to achieve their vision. 

In other news Beta Technologies and the USAF kicked off the first round of testing of its Alia aircraft at Florida’s Duke Field, near Eglin Air Force Base. Beta’s very first delivery aircraft, launched flight trials November 7, flying 68 nm to Tyndall Air Force Base where it recharted for about an hour at a Level 3 recharging station, the first on a military installation. During the first round of testing, 782nd Test Squadron sensor operators also incorporated infrared (IR) recordings, during the aircraft’s takeoffs and landings to collect heat signature data. The data is expected to be used to establish an IR baseline to calibrate sensors for another round of testing expected in December. Read more.

ZeroAvia Attracts Addition Funding Including Alaska Airlines

Hydrogen-powered aviator ZeroAvia raised a total of $116m from its Series C funding round, with the UK Infrastructure Bank supporting the financing. co-led by Airbus, Barclays Sustainability Impact Capital and NEOM Investment Fund (NIF), the round also saw participation from Breakthrough Energy Ventures, Horizons Ventures, Alaska Airlines, Ecosystem Integrity Fund, Summa Equity, and Amazon Climate Pledge. Set to accelerate ZeroAvia’s certification of its first hydrogen fuel cell engines and advance R&D, the funding is anticipated to support the company’s UK growth plans.

Mountain Air Cargo Receives 10th C408 Aircraft
﻿
Mountain Air Cargo hit a mileston recently with the dleivery of aircraft 764FX, bringing its C407 aircraft cout to double digits. The aircraft will join the schedule in January and will undergo a conformity inspection at MAC's Kinston facility. "The delivery not only marks a signfiicant achievement but also serves as an indication of the combined success and growth of our company," said CEO Michael Bandalan. Read more.
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Ameriflight Leverages You Tube in Recruitment

Ameriflight’s footprint on You Tube drew kudos during the RACCA Conference. Here’s its latest Q&A for those thinking of applying. Questions illustrate what prospective pilots are thinking about careers.

Ameriflight Answers Career Questions

StandardAero Celebrates 10 Years of Providing PT6A-68 Engine MRO

StandardAero, one of the world's largest independent providers of engine maintenance, repair and overhaul (MRO) services, is celebrating 10 years of supporting the Pratt & Whitney Canada PT6A-68 turboprop engine which powers the United States Department of Defense’s fleet of Textron Aviation (Beechcraft) T-6 Texan II trainers.  Read more.
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Xwing and Daedalean Join Forces to Advance AI in Aviation
 
Xwing, a leading supplier of modular autonomy technology for aviation, and Daedalean AG, a leading developer of safety-critical and certifiable Artificial Intelligence (AI) systems for situational awareness and flight control, partnered to collaboration, sharing data, knowledge, and processes in the field of machine learning and artificial intelligence to accelerate time-to-market and enhance safety. As Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) and the European Union Aviation and Safety Agency (EASA) work on how machine learning fits into their design assurance processes and how to adjust the respective standards to certify their software, the two partners are working closely with regulators. Read more.
﻿
Ampaire Makes First Hybrid Electric Flight

In a bid to illustrate the value and importance of regional airports, Ampaire Inc. CEO Kevin Noertker flew in the company's flagship aircraft on the first-ever hybrid electric flight into Palo Alto Airport, to meet with investors in the heart of Silicon Valley. The landmark flight highlights the vital role regional airports like Palo Alto play in bringing advanced, sustainable transportation options directly to the heart of communities. Read more.

Ampaire’s Kevin Noertker Discusses Plans for Caravan and Hybrid Electric at RACCA Static Line

Reliable Robotics Shifts to Radar Development to Acceptability by FAA

While autonomous flight competitors work on other types of sensors, such as sonar and laser-ranging, Reliable Robotics views radar as having the greatest chance of being certificated. For that reason it has shifted from radar system integration to matching its work with what FAA will accept for aircraft certification for autonomy. FAA already accepts radar for detect-and-avoid requirements which means kick starting compliance compared to other sensors which may take longer to develop. Read more.
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AOPA and Choose Aerospace Partner on Aviation Education, Workforce Development

In perhaps the greatest advance in workforce training since the AOPA Foundation launched its high school curriculum program, it has partnered with Aviation Technical Education Council’s Choose Aerospace technician training curriculum to ultimately provide the most comprehensive pilot and AMT training in the country.

Key elements from the MOU, signed October 5, include review of curriculum benchmarks and competencies between the AOPA Foundation High School Aviation STEM Curriculum and the Choose Aerospace Aviation Maintenance Curriculum; cross-promotion of the curriculum and materials through websites, newsletters, social media, and joint presentations to schools/districts and industry events; and exploration of grant funding proposals related to K-12 aviation education.
 
The AOPA Foundation High School STEM Curriculum has 22,700 students this year in 956 schools in 46 states and Washington, DC. It is also in 82 colleges in 21 states including dual enrollment programs which offers college credit during high school. Read more.

Need to Change the Image of Manufacturing and Aircraft Technician Careers

A new report from JPB Système noted thousands of unfilled engineering and technician positions across the aviation/aerospace sector which does not bode well if the industry wants to grow. Indeed, workforce shortages are stymying airline and manufacturing growth. JPB Système reported Airbus recruited more than 13,000 new staff globally in 2022 — 10% of its current workforce — and plans to match that number in 2023. For manufacturers in the aviation supply chain the risks of being unable to keep up are very real. It also described manufacturing as more akin to a ballet of high-tech precision manufacturing than the popular miscaption of manufacturing and aircraft technician careers as beinggreasy, dirty, manual labor. The company urged the industry to collaborate on to not only tackle the current recruitment challenge faced today, but also ensure that we constantly highlight our worth so that over the long term, we make the next generation excited to be part of the aviation sector. Read more.

Amazon Eclipses FedEx, UPS But Overwhelms Rural Postal Service
 
For years, Amazon denied it was building its own delivery business and then it began hiring pilots. It surpassed both FedEx and UPS, in delivering more packages than UPS in 2022 and superseded FedEx in 2020. Even so, the U.S. Postal Service, at hundreds of millions of packages annually, is still the biggest parcel service by volume.

But Amazon is causing havoc in rural post offices like Bemidji, MN, home to one of our members, where Amazon packages have so overwhelmed the postal service five workers quit. The delayed first class mail leaves residents without mail which includes checks, credit card statements, health insurance documents and tax rebates. Bemidji joins Portland, ME, San Juan Islands, WA and dozens of other communities where postal workers are overwhelmed. In bigger cities, Amazon has its own distribution network, but in rural areas, where carriers drive miles of lonely routes in their personal vehicles, the USPS-Amazon contract causes problems. Perhaps they should build out their drone network. Read more.

WSJ reports: “Before Thanksgiving this year, Amazon had already delivered more than 4.8 billion packages in the U.S., and its internal projections predict that it will deliver around 5.9 billion by the end of the year. Last year Amazon shipped 5.2 billion packages. Amazon accounts for about 11% of UPS’s revenue. 

Amazon's figures include only packages shipped from Amazon while UPS and FedEx numbers include packages they hand off to USPS for final delivery. UPS said it is unlikely to surpass 2022 at 5.3 billion packages. During the first nine months, UPS handled about 3.4 billion packages in the US, alone. FedEx domestic express and ground package volume reached 3.05 billion for FY 2023 ending May 31, 2023. Read more.

Pilot Hiring Plateaus

Despite an 11% drop in pilot hiring in recent months, major U.S. carriers are still on track to eclipse 2022 pilot hiring numbers overall. FAPA’s data indica﻿tes that 11,050 pilots have been hired to date in 2023. Mainlines, LCCs and ULCCs slowed hiring during September and October. Data from Future and Active Pilot Advisors (FAPA) showed the 13 non-regional airlines and majors hired 2,116 pilots between September and October while UPS and FedEx suspended pilot hiring in February on the downturn in cargo volumes. Spirit also suspended hiring. Read more.

FAPA November Hiring Bulletin

United Airlines on Pace to Break Pilot Hiring Record

Honeywell Joins AI Single Pilot Effort

At a time when OEM responses to reporters suggest a retreat from #singlepilot developments, Honeywell is leading research to develop AI digital assistant for pilots with a human-AI collaboration framework. The effort supports single-pilot operations under a European Union SESAR 3 Joint Undertaking project as well as both extended minimum-crew operations and single-pilot operations. The goal is to ensure the same (or higher) level of safety and same (or lower) workload as operations with a full crew today, said Honeywell. Read more.


Utah Takes Drone Delivery Lead

Utah’s AAM Working Group, part of the Utah Department of Transportation’s Aeronautics Division, this week released a legislative report and study on the implementation of AAM services in regions such as the Salt Lake City metro area providing a state-level look at how AAM may unfold across the nation. The report identifies the benefits, limitations, assets, timelines and funding mechanisms associated with the state’s adoption of these emerging services. It does not establish any new rules or regulations but simply provides guidance. Citing “clear and compelling evidence of the economic benefits, Utah noted Zipline already has a drone delivery service in the state in partnership with Intermountain Healthcare. Read more.

NATA Launches Apprenticeship Tracking Tool

The National Air Transportation Association, in cooperation with its Maintenance Committee, introduced the NATA Aviation Apprenticeship Tracking Tool – a resource to assist members with developing test-ready and well-documented aviation maintenance technician applicants. This member-only resource provides a turn-key process for documenting on-the-job tasks required by FAA to meet the minimum qualifications for an FAA signed and completed FAA Form 8610-2, which enables applicants to take the required testing for certification. The NATA Aviation Apprenticeship Tracking Tool eases visibility of the technician applicant progress toward a full FAA Aviation Mechanic Certificate with privileges of Airframe and Powerplant (A&P) in just over 30 months or privileges of Airframe or Powerplant in just over 18 months. Read more.

Atlas Establishes Pathway Program

Atlas Air hosted CSI Aviation at its Global Operations Center in CVG to formally kick off their Pilot Pathway Program. The program is open to all pilots who enter and complete training with an Atlas partner training facility or a college or university and are referred to CSI Aviation as part of the Atlas Air Runway to Giant Pathway program. Open to current and future CSI Aviation pilots who have completed two years of service with CSI Aviation, the program guarantee referred CSI pilots that meet all hiring requirements an interview for Atlas Air’s First Officer training program. Upon successful interview, program pilots will be offered a First Officer trainee position on the fleet of Atlas’s choice. Read more.

New guide on reducing runway excursions unveiled

The National Business Aviation Association (NBAA) has produced a new publication, “Reducing Runway Excursions in Business Aviation: A high-level guide on mitigating the risks.”

The 25-page document examines many of the psychological and physical factors that cause excursions on takeoffs and landings and explains how to address them in training programs and safety management systems. Read more.
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Show Your Support for RACCA 

Place the RACCA Logo on your website., a great idea for companies wanting to show their partnership with us and show support for RACCA efforts. Reach out to kcreedy@raccaonline.org to receive a copy of our logo and thank you for your support!
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Scathing Report Blames Congress for FAA Dysfunction, FAA Addresses Controller Shortages

In a startling departure from most government reports, the National Airspace System Safety Review Team report was a scathing indictment of Congress which the team said was to blame for much of the FAA’s dysfunction given the uncertain funding of important projects and the impact of government shutdowns or threatened shutdowns has on the agency’s work. FAA used its powers to address those areas over which it has control – air traffic controller training and safety. The independent safety review team completed a thorough assessment and presented its recommendations this week on enhancing safety and reliability in the nation’s air traffic system. The team examined the FAA’s internal safety processes, staffing levels and practices, as well as needs for facilities and equipment and how the agency’s air traffic budget is funded. The FAA commissioned the panel of aviation experts following the agency’s Safety Summit in March. Read more.

House Hearings Set on Long-Term FAA Funding

Aviation Subcommittee Chairman Garret Graves (R-LA) announced that the Subcommittee will hold a hearing to discuss the need for Congress to pass a comprehensive long-term Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) reauthorization bill, the ramifications of short-term extensions on the agency’s operations, and the subsequent effects on the aviation industry and the travelling public.
The hearing, entitled, “Turbulence Ahead: Consequences of Delaying a Long-Term FAA Bill,” was held on Thursday, November 30, 2023.

Aviation Stakeholders Caution Against Series of Short-Term FAA Extensions & Urge Swift Passage of Comprehensive Long-Term Bill

Joint Statement from T&I Chairman Sam Graves and Aviation Chairman Garret Graves on Senate’s Confirmation of Whitaker for FAA Administrator

FAA, NTSB Put Mental Health on the Agenda for Improving Aviation Safety
 
With numerous incidents and faults showing in US aviation safety, the way industry and regulators treat mental health rose to the forefront of concerns, prompting the creation of an FAA Aviation Rulemaking Committee as well as an NTSB Conference in December.
 
Citing the strides accomplished in mental health care in recent decades, FAA Administrator Mike Whitaker the establishment of a Pilot Mental Health Aviation Rulemaking Committee (ARC) to provide recommendations on breaking down the barriers that prevent pilots from reporting mental health issues to the agency. The action follows the July report from the DOT OIG Pilot Mental Health Challenges, which found that the agency has “comprehensive procedures to evaluate pilots’ psychological health.”
﻿
The ARC will include medical experts and aviation and labor representatives. It will build on previous work the FAA has done to prioritize pilot mental health, including increasing mental health training for medical examiners; supporting industry-wide research and clinical studies on pilot mental health; hiring additional mental health professionals to expand in-house expertise and to decrease wait times for return-to-fly decisions. It also completed clinical research and amended policy to decrease the frequency of cognitive testing in pilots using antidepressant medications as well as increased outreach to pilot groups to educate them on the resources available. Read more.

On December 6, the NTSB will convene a summit – Navigating Mental Health in Aviation – designed to gather industry experts to examine the unintended consequences of the current system for evaluating mental fitness in the aviation workforce, identify how we can better support those in the aviation industry, and ultimately make aviation safer for all. 
 
The summit, brings together safety experts from the aviation industry, academia, the mental health profession and governme​​nt is open to the public will be held at the NTSB Boardroom and Conference Center, 429 L’Enfant Plaza, SW, Washington, DC. Read more.

AAM Webinar Series Hosted by FAA, DOT

Video of FAA’s latest webinar on Advanced Air Mobility (AAM) is available on You Tube. A New Era of Aviation: An Advanced Air Mobility Webinar. On November 29, FAA presenters will begin this series with a discussion and Q&A on the topic of vertiports. Vertiports are not worthy of investment at this time, according to venture capitalists at the Air Taxi World Congress, meaning AAM must rely on current GA airport infrastructure and negates the need for eVTOL. Venture capitalists say until AAM operators define who will take this new form of transportation, what they need in terms of vertiport infrastructure, the impacts on communities and overall public acceptance, they will not be investing.

The FAA webinar was aired live on November 29, but you can view it by searching on A New Era of Aviation: An Advanced Air Mobility Webinar.

The U.S. Department of Transportation is is teaming with oday announced FAA and the DOT Volpe Center on a virtual thought leadership program entitled “Up, Up, and Away: Innovations in Advanced Air Mobility.” The seven-part event series will take place from November 2023 through February 2024. Each forum features leading Federal and private sector panelists and is open to the public. Registration is required. Read more.
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		Horizon Aircraft: RAM Air Transport Could Help Remote Communities
 
Regional Air Mobility is being eyed by remote communities as the answer to the transportation conundrum faced by one in nine Canadians classed as living in remote areas. Recent research by Pure Profile, found a growing concern about the long-term future of remote communities without adequate transportation. Another study by Horizon Aircraft, a leader in hybrid eVTOLs, showed air taxis could meet their need and, perhaps, revitalize these communities.
 
Stave Aviation Journal reported: “The research, which included the views of people living in remote communities, found two out of three (66%) Canadians would welcome the use of air taxis to address negative issues associated with living in remote communities such as poor access to transport, isolation, and unreliable supplies of critical goods and medical supplies.” Read more.
﻿
Electric Air Taxi Prices Could Drop
 
Given the small aircraft, most potential airline operators said their initial services would, of necessity, be premium services, according to speakers at the Air Taxi World Congress. However, a recent report said air taxi fares should drop precipitously, just by virtue of their electric powertrains, according to ARC Invest. Using New York’s Blade service as an example, the organization said: Our initial reference point was Blade Urban Air Mobility, a company with deep expertise in helicopter operations that estimates electric air taxis initially will lower the cost of a trip from Manhattan to JFK by 14%, from $500 in a traditional helicopter to $430. As the technology scales in the coming decade, according to our research, the total cost of an air taxi ride may drop as low as ~$180, as shown below, which—when split among three or more passengers—would translate to a price of ~$70 per passenger.”
 
Okay, maybe when split amongst pax, but $180 is still a premium to most travelers. Read more.

Public Approves of AAM
 
Despite a recent EASA study showed overwhelmingly favorable ratings for advanced air mobility and drones but the advent of Volocopter flights during next year’s Olympics in Paris is drew fire from local politicians. While impossible to truly gauge public sentiment until after they take to the skies, this article notes every study echoes that found by EASA. Read more.
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﻿Don't forget to Donate to RACCA's Scholarship Program 
Click on the Donate Button
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In Case You Missed It

Azul Plans to Electrify Caravan Fleet with Surf Air

Inside look at Chicago's busiest UPS hub and Amazon's cutting-edge robots for the holiday shipping rush


FAA Approves Inspection Drone Swarms
 
﻿MROs Move Towards Automation & AI to Solve Organizational Challenges
 
Airlines Find Ways to Cope with MRO Capacity Constraints
 
Joby Flies Quiet Electric Air Taxi in New York City
 
JAL Partners With Hydrogen-Electric Developers on Regional Retrofits
 
Abelo signs deal for up to 20 ATR 72-600
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		Interested in keeping up with RACCA? Try following us on LinkedIn. 

Spread the word! Invite your contacts to follow RACCA on LinkedIn
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Sign up to receive our Payload Connector Blog.





[bookmark: _GoBack]
image3.png
SABREWING

AIRCRAFT CONMPANY





image4.gif




image5.png




image6.jpeg
INTEGRATED SOLUTION FOR
FLIGHT OPERATIONS

RUNWAY ANALYSIS - W&B,
VIDEO OESFLIGHT PLANNING

~AsaAP|

Automated Systems In Arcraft Performance.




image7.png




image8.png




image9.png




image10.jpeg




image11.png




image1.gif




image12.jpeg




image13.png




image14.jpeg




image2.png




image15.png
CHOOSE
AEROSPACE




image16.jpeg
Dy

4R RACCA

Regional Air
YAlE | Cargo Carriers
v L. Association





image17.png




image18.png




image19.png




image20.png




image21.png




