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		RACCA Member Day Fast Approaching
 
Make your plans today to attend the RACCA Member Day April 29-30 in Wichita at Textron Aviation which is generously hosting the event. The meeting will reprise RACCA’s founding over two decades ago when the organization was formed.

There will be an Opening Reception on Monday evening April 29th with the general session getting underway on the 30th. The day-long event will include business leaders discussing the state of the industry as well as a safety and supply chain presentations. Also on the agenda are a presentations by FAA Central Certification Branch and FlightSafety. Textron e-Aviation, RACCA’s newest member, will brief attendees on its initiatives. 
 
A full day at Textron will be followed by a cocktail reception following the days activities, and even a dinner for those interested.

A rental car is recommended. 
 
Registration and Sponsorship Pledges are already open at the links below. 

The RACCA Board will be meeting on Wednesday, May 1 to hear the feedback from members as well as the Advisory Committee and AMC members attending the meeting.
 
Register here.

Hotel Registration here.

We will be looking for our AMC members to help support this day. 

Sponsor RACCA’s Member Day here or use the QR code.
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		Join the Early Sponsors of RACCA Member Day
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Aviation Advisory Committee Report
﻿
advisory@raccaonline.org
www.raccaonline.org/advisory-committee
 
Please welcome your volunteers for the RACCA Aviation Advisory Committee. We’re ready and able to support or advise your company in many areas. From airline personnel who have experience in putting together successful programs, to the companies that supply us with parts, software, manuals, training programs and more. If you are looking for guidance for your next project, let us help! 
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Years Later, Scholarship Winner Again Thanks RACCA 
 
In 2021, RACCA awarded Ed Camareno a scholarship, but he didn’t forget us. Three years later he provided an update.
 
“This is Eduardo Camareno, a RACCA member and scholarship select for 2021,” he wrote. “I am writing this email to reconnect and thank you for your gracious efforts in allowing me to continue my flight training a few years ago. I also want to take the opportunity to showcase that my goals that I once wrote for my essay in 2021 are becoming a reality as I was recently selected to fly the KC-46 (B767) for the Air National Guard. 
 
This is a testament for the organization and the scholarship funds. If there is something I can help with, please let me know.”
 
Ed provided a later update: “This past month I was selected out of 125 + applicants to fly the KC-46 (B767) Pegasus for the Air National Guard. I will be starting training next year. Furthermore, I graduated with honors with my bachelor’s degree and I will be starting my masters this year. I still have hopes of flying for a cargo airline like FedEx as I once wrote in my essay. Everything is slowing becoming a dream come true. 
 
Your scholarship helped me gain the flight hours to be more competitive in an extremely selected process. So, thank you… Ed Camareno 
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Rally for Air Service Urges Continued Effort on Reauthorization
 
The passage of FAA reauthorization out of the Senate Commerce Committee kick off an informal reconciliation process began between the Senate and House since Senator Majority Leader Chuck Schumer said reauthorization will have one chance for passage in the full senate. That means he wants a reconciled bill before presenting it to the upper chamber. Of particular interest, according to an RFAS briefing, is raising pilot retirement age and the new pilot pathways to be created by FAA. Interestingly, these pathways will not specify hours for those in the collegiate pathway, coming from the military or pilots who completed a Part 141 flight school training. More interesting, the language in both the House and Senate bills have support from both Colgan families and ALPA.
 
Rally for Air Service continues to urge members and associate members to contact their legislators to include RFAS recommendations addressing the pilot shortage be included in the final bill. This includes supporting the Pilot Training to Enhance Safety initiatives directing FAA to create an additional R-ATP pathways using state-of-the-art, flight training devices similar to the three now in effect. It also urges support for the Flight Education Access Act raising the maximum borrowing limit on student loans and raising the pilot retirement age to 67 joining nine other countries who have higher retirement ages.
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		The RACCA Newsletter is also brought to you by ASAP
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ZeroAvia Earns Green Tech Award
 
ZeroAvia topped Time’s America’s Top Greentech Companies 2024 list besting 250 other US companies making a major contribution toward decarbonization. “A new statistical ranking by TIME and Statista ranks America’s top sustainability-focused companies, based on their positive environmental impact, financial strength, and innovation, to see who is rising to the top of the field,” said the magazine in its announcement. “To determine these, Statista analyzed data points such as value of the company's intellectual property portfolio, revenue and funding, and environmental data specific to each industry, such as carbon capture, offsets, and renewable energy generated. Read more.
 
Reliable Robotics, Xwing Demonstrate Autonomous Capabilities, Receive Certification
 
Reliable Robotics and Xwing demonstrated how their software and hardware retrofits enable autonomous flight to the Air Force. The California demonstration was for the Agile Combat Employment (ACE) and included retrofits to Cessna Caravans from both companies. Reliable flew its aircraft 120 miles monitored by a control station in Sacramento. Meanwhile, Xwing's mission was 2,800 miles completing multiple missions including equipment transport. Read more.
 
Since then, Reliable Robotics achieved significant progress in FAA certification of its aircraft automation systems. The agency accepted the requirements for Reliable Robotics' advanced aircraft navigation and autopilot systems. Reliable's technology focuses on continuous autopilot engagement throughout all phases of flight, including automatic taxi, takeoff, and landing. This innovation aims to drastically reduce or eliminate controlled flight into terrain (CFIT) and loss of control in flight (LOC-I), the two most prevalent causes of fatal aviation accidents. Read more.
 
Xwing Gets Military Flight Release For Autonomous Cessna Caravan

Agility Prime Works to Deliver eVTOL To Operational USAF Unit In 2025
 
Ampaire Acquires Magpie
 
After becoming one of Magpie’s first trusted partners, Ampaire is acquiring the aero-towing company. As a result, Magpie decided to open-source its work on MP-1, a regional cargoliner inspired by feedback from industry stakeholders. Originally launched as a research and development program, the MP-1 project collaborated with airlines, OEMs, regulators and others resulting in a white paper on its market analysis, technical design and economic modeling. It is now inviting manufacturers, policymakers, researchers and other electric aviation enthusiasts to build upon its initial work.
 
The Ampaire acquisition of the electric aero-tow startup is part of its efforts to incorporate new applications for customers through mergers and acquisitions, wrote AvWeek. The aero tow concept tethers an all-electric tow aircraft to an electric aircraft to extend range. The company will now apply its hybrid-electric technology to the concept. Ampaire is in flight tests for its Eco Caravan testbed. Read more.
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ATR Reports Financials
 
With $1.2 billion in revenues for the first time since the pandemic, ATR reported 2023 was also a record year for its services with over $400 million in revenues, up 15%. With 40 new aircraft sold in 2023, a 53% rise from the prior year, the company achieves a book-to-bill ratio at over 1. ATR welcomed 11 new customers in 2023, of both new and pre-owned aircraft and recorded over 100 transactions on the second-hand market, demonstrating the strong demand for ATR’s advanced, low-emission and cost-effective turboprops. ATR delivered 36 aircraft in 2023, a 44% increase from 2022. This reflects a positive momentum, although the year was still beset by lingering supply chain disruptions, with raw material and component shortages slowing down the manufacturer’s ambition to ramp up. Read more.
 
In separate news, Nordic Aviation Capital delivered the first of five new ATR 72-600 to Uzbekistan’s Silk Avia which is expanding its fleet for Central Asian services. The contract includes a total of five new ATR 72-600 aircraft, with two being provided by NAC and three directly by the manufacturer. Read more.
 
Merlin Awarded Part 135 Certification for New Zealand Cargo Operations
 
Merlin received a Part 135 Air Operators Certificate to support future operational freight routes in New Zealand. Upon the Merlin Pilot’s completed product certification by the Civil Aviation Authority of New Zealand (CAA), Merlin will be able to conduct critical data collection flights on selected regional freight routes, as well as leverage its dedicated test facility in Kerikeri for current and future certified products. Read more.
 
UPS Expands Saturday Delivery in Canada
 
UPS launched Saturday residential delivery of UPS® Standard Service, which brings Saturday ground delivery to customers in major Canadian cities. The service comes at no extra cost to recipients and provides businesses of all sizes a reliable way to get purchases to their customers on the weekend. Read more.
 
Textron Introduces Tru Simulation
 
Tru Simulation introduced a new cutting edge Veris Virtual Reality Flight Simulator aimed at both helicopter and fixed wing training which, the company said, provides a more cost-effective and innovative solution to pilot training. The Veris simulator is a clean-sheet design combining industry-leading features of a full flight simulator (FFS) with immersive virtual reality technology to empower pilots to navigate the skies confidently. Read more.
 
Hartzell Propellor Doubles Warranty
 
Two years or 2,000 flight hours is the new warranty coverage from Hartzell Propeller Service Center, the company said recently. Hartzell is also increasing propeller exchange inventory for a wide range of aircraft. The move is designed to reduce downtime and provide additional customer convenience. Among aircraft are the Beech 1900D & C and Cessna 208 Caravan C. It also has a new governor exchange program offering propeller governor exchanges for customers requiring minimum flight downtimes. Read more.
 
In other news, Hartzell rebranded and launched POWERUP Aircraft Ignition Systems saying production was already underway. This includes FAA/PMA approved aircraft magnetos, ignition harnesses, Slick, Bendix and Continental replacement parts and magneto repair kits. Read more.
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Duncan Aviation Adds Cargo Drone Repair to Portfolio
 
In a first, repairs to commercial cargo drones have already happened at Duncan Aviation, which added the capability to is Dallas Satellite shop to support the growing uncrewed aerial vehicle industry. The Dallas Satellite is the first Duncan Aviation service facility to add this capability. Read more.
 
Reliable Robotics Tapped as Collier Trophy Finalist
 
Reliable Robotics was shortlisted as one of four contenders for the 2023 Collier Trophy. The prestigious industry award has been presented annually by the National Aeronautic Association (NAA) for over a century to the most innovative programs, companies and individuals that demonstrate “the greatest achievement in aeronautics or astronautics in America, with respect to improving the performance, efficiency and safety of air or space vehicles” during the prior year. Read more.
 
Hinterland Expands Fleet with SkyCourier
 
Hinterland Aviation is introducting the Cessna SkyCourier toAustralian passenger operation. Expected to be delivered in 2025, the SkyCourier joins a fleet of Cessna Grand Caravans and will provide higher payload capacity. Read more.
 
De Havilland Acquires Field Aviation Company Assets
 
Alberta-based Field Aviation Company and its assets were acquired by de Havilland Aircraft of Canada in its second recent acquisition. It earlier acquired Mid-Canada Mod Center and Avionics Design Service as part of an effort to grow its manufacturing, engineering and avionics design capacity. Read more.
 
Beta Technologies Charger to be Installed in MS
 
Beta Technologies is partnering with Golden Triangle Regional Airport and FBO operator Avflight on the installation of the first-ever electric aviation charging station in Mississippi. Read more.
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ATR Added to MAC BQN-SDQ Route
 
The latest ATR72-600 aircraft recently acquired by Mountain Air Cargo made its debut on the newly added BQN-SDQ route, using the ULD (Unit Load Device) system. Unlike the traditional “bulk loading” technique, a unit load device is a container designed for loading freight enabling the pre-loading of cargo, ensuring the containerized load fits the aircraft, streamlining aircraft weight and balance planning, and reducing labor and time during the loading process. With the use of the ULD system, Mountain Air Cargo is taking a significant step towards modernizing our operations. Read more.

CSA Expands Fleet
 
With the addition of three Cessna Caravan G1000 Aircraft, CSA Air is putting them through aircraft conformity before deploying the aircraft equipped with advanced avionics systems, improved navigation and safety features. Read more.
 
Electra Takes Surf Air Order
 
Surf Air Mobility securing “preferred delivery positions” for 90 of Electra’s nine-seat aircraft, set for certification in 2028 under FAA Part 23. Electra expects to launch flight testing on a full-scale prototype in 2026. The e-STOL blown-wing aircraft will be deployed on Southern Express and Mokulele Airline subsidiary routes and promises cost effective operations on 50- to 500-mile missions. Surf Air is currently working on converting Cessna Grand Caravans to hybrid-electric powertrains and also committed to Regent’s 12-seat electric sea glider. Read more.
 
C&L Aerospace New Depot Includes Brasilia Parts
 
C&L Aerospace’s new 8,500-square-foot parts warehouse in Wichita includes Embraer ERJ 135/145 parts in addition to E170/190 and parts for Cessna Citation XLS, Sovereign, BeechJet, Hawker and Bombardier. The move is part of a larger expansion plan to position aircraft parts closer to customers. Read more.
 
Embraer Partners with United on SAF
 
Embraer joined more than 22 corporate partners who are investing $200 million in startups aimed at decarbonizing aviation. United Airlines Ventures (UAV) Sustainable Flight Fund, is focused on scaling up the supply of SAF through investments. Embraer successfully performed flight tests on 100% neat SAF and continues to explore new ways to reduce its environmental impact. Read more.
 
Zero Avia Compressor Powers Hydrogen Fuel Cells
 
Zero Avia announced the development of the world’s first high-performance compressor for hydrogen fuel cell powertrains enabling a bank of fuel cells to operate with a single compressor. The company’s technology stacks several fuel cells together with a single compressor to provide oxygen to all the stacks reducing both weight and complexity. Read more.
 
Ampaire’s Caravan Runs on SAF
 
In expanding the envelope for its electric Eco Caravan, Ampaire ran the modified Cessna Caravan on sustainable aviation fuel, demonstrating how hybrid-electric propulsion amplifies the benefits of SAF. The Eco Caravan replaces the aircraft’s PT-6 turboprops with Ampaire’s AMP-H570 AMP drive hybrid-electric propulsion which was ground tested recently using SAF from carbon dioxide. Read more.
 
FedEx Continues Commitment to HBCUs
 
FedEx announced the third cohort of the FedEx-HBCU Student Ambassador Program. The program launched in 2022 as part of an expanded five-year, $5 million commitment to Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs). The program helps prepare HBCU students for the workforce after college. Students from eight HBCUs will gain exposure to FedEx leadership, team members, and unique learning experiences that help build leadership and career-ready skills. Read more.
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Veterans Key to Improving AMT Workforce Shortage
 
With an estimated 48,000 worker shortfall by 2027 threatening the growth of the MRO industry, the answer may lie with the 100,000 active-duty service members who possess the necessary skills to transition to a successful civilian career as an aviation maintenance technician. Beyond their technical skills, said Collin Hannigan, vice president at Orion Talent, they bring attention to detail, commitment to reliability, excellent communication skills embedded in their military training. The challenge, however, is overcoming civilian licensing. The key is recruiting talent already working toward their civilian credentials. Indeed, most MROs are beginning their recruitment while members are still in the service. Read more.
 
Opinion: MRO Shop Capacity Issues Boil Down to Workforce Problem
 
Companies Pivot to Skills Hiring
 
As more companies prioritize skills hiring rather than degrees, they are finding increased workforce availability and productivity with these non-degree employees. According to research, in most major industries employers say it is as common for noncollege graduates to outperform degree holders as the other way around. However, research found while hiring standards are changing, the mindset of hiring managers has not. A study showed the share of jobs that went to non-degree holders barely budged after the degree requirement was lifted. It cited bias as preventing industries from closing the gap between removing requirements and job offers. Read more.
 
Aviation Pushes Back on DEI Criticism
 
Sadly, as soon as United Airlines announced its drive to diversify the flight deck, many pilots and entertainers suggested this move would threaten safety. They suggested the high aviation standards would be weakened to accommodate diverse new hires. Now, the Organization of Black Aerospace Professionals and Women in Aviation International are fighting back on such racist assumptions.
 
The OBAP letter, argues that “diversity in the flight deck enhances safety, innovation, and the overall effectiveness of the industry” and also makes note of the current statistical inequity of Black workers within the aerospace industry, despite the existence of diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI) programs.
 
Furthermore, such complaints against diversity, also seem at odds with CRM and many other safety initiatives that have proven so successful.
 
Former American Airlines CEO Doug Parker said in discussing his new Breaking Down Barriers workforce development program during this Aviation Week Network Window Seat Podcast. He said those who criticize diversity mislead the public falsely suggesting standards are changing to accommodate lesser performing pilots. Instead, diversity moves are about recognizing airline, aviation and aerospace careers are not accessible for everyone. Parker concluded by saying we will never achieve the hiring the best of the best if we do not open these opportunities to everyone. Read more.
 
Dreams Soar Podcast on Promoting Aviation Careers
 
RACCA Newsletter Editor Kathryn Creedy was a guest on Dreams Soar’s recent podcast talking about diversity, industry culture and efforts to promot aviation careers. The podcast, part of Shaesta Waiz’s efforts to increase opportunities in aviation and aerospace, reflected how the industry must change its promoting aviation and aerospace careers if it is to compete with other industries already engaging with guidance counselors and career and technical education professionals. Tune in.

FAA Awards Schools Workforce Development Grants
 
Thirty-two schools will receive $13.5 million in grants from the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) to help attract and train students for careers as pilots and aviation maintenance technicians. 
 
Twelve of the schools will receive $4.5 million from the FAA’s Aircraft Pilots Aviation Workforce Development Grants program. The schools can use the funding to create and deliver curriculums designed to prepare high school students to become pilots, aerospace engineers or drone operators. Grants may also be used to support the professional development of teachers. The other $9 million will go to 20 schools as part of the FAA’s Aviation Maintenance Technical Workers Workforce Development program. These grants will help build back the pipeline of maintenance professionals; approximately 20,000 fewer people are working in the aircraft maintenance sector than before the pandemic. Read more.

Profit Sharing Boosts Pilot Pay $600 During Career
 
Pilot Analyst Kit Darby reported profit sharing that average 8% adds about $600,000 to the value of a career at Delta, American and United. “Delta remains the current and long-term leader in profit sharing, with an average of over 5% long-term and 5.6% in 2023,” he posted along with an informative chart on pilot portions in profit sharing. “However, both American and United have now matched Delta's superior profit-sharing formula in their new contracts.” Read more.
 
Recharging Pilot Batteries
 
Creating opportunities for pilots to recharge their love of flying is critical to keeping them engaged. Whether it is offering a much-longed-for trip, learning new aircraft, taking on corporate responsibilities or devoting time to improve stick-and-rudder skills, these opportunities provide the feedback pilots need to excel. Kip Lau offers ideas. Read more.

Check out the crew hiring with FAPA's February Hiring Bulletin
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Show Your Support for RACCA 

Place the RACCA Logo on your website., a great idea for companies wanting to show their partnership with us and show support for RACCA efforts. Reach out to kcreedy@raccaonline.org to receive a copy of our logo and thank you for your support!
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		Chinese E-Retailors Driving Air Cargo Rates Up
 
Upending the global air cargo industry is the rise of Chinese e-commerce companies Shein and Temu who are competing for limited cargo space to achieve competitive delivery times. The two retailers send 600,000 packages to the US daily, Reuters reports. The spike in demand drove rising air cargo rates from China increasing concerns about long-term cargo capacity. Read more.
 
GAMA Releases Latest Shipments & Billings Report
 
Overall, GAMA reported, all aircraft segments saw increases in shipments while preliminary aircraft deliveries were valued at $27.8 billion, an increase of 3.6%, when compared to 2022. As robust as the industry is, however, the industry faces headwinds from ongoing supply chain issues, workforce shortages, uncertainty and unpredictability from global regulators, and efforts aimed at curbing business and general aviation, said the organization. Read more.
 
Elliott Aviation Speaks Out on Parts Hunt
 
Supply chain problems and labor shortages have compounded the job of sourcing parts with operators and MROs not only having trouble getting parts but now must ensure the parts are safe and from trustworthy sources. This drove sourcing quests from 50 hours to more than 100 hours a week, according to Elliott Aviation. Availability is further complicated by the quality of the parts received with the shortage driving up prices. Read more.
 
Atlas Hosts Students at MIA Facility
 
Atlas’s Miami Training Center hosted a team of seven Purdue University aviation students who gained two weeks of real-world experience as part of their capstone project – defining problems and designing solutions. Their solutions addressed four areas including pilot hiring data analytics, flight operations master calendar, jet transition and Atlas Air Writing Style Guide and were presented to flight operations leadership. Read more.
 
In other news, Atlas is building a mixed-use project that includes a 250,000 sq. ft. flight training and simulator center for the company. The project totals 750,000 sq. ft. of offices, 50,000 sq. ft. of commercial retail, 750 multifamily units and 300 hotel rooms for corporate housing slated near the Sawgrass Mills Mall in Sunrise, FL. Read more.
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FAA Finalizes Emissions Rule
 
FAA included the ATR 72 when it released a final rule to reduce carbon pollution. The rule, which could also eliminate the 767F flown by both UPS and FedEx, requires incorporating improved fuel-efficient technologies for airplanes manufactured after January 1, 2028, and for subsonic jet airplanes and large turboprop and propeller airplanes that are not yet certified. Its proposed fuel efficiency rules includes jets with a maximum takeoff weight (MTOW) of more than 12,566 pounds and propeller-driven aircraft with an MTOW greater 18,999 lbs. The two cargo airlines have 21 and 16 767 freighters on order, respectively. Read more.

In separate news, ATR reported its environmental impact through CDP climate change for the first time, saying it received a B-score from CDP Climate Change – formerly Carbon Disclosure Project. Annual CDP scores are considered the global benchmark underlining the maturity and robustness of companies’ actions to lower and mitigate the impact of their activities on the environment and climate change. Read more.
 
Sumwalt Speaks Out on SMS Pushback
 
Noting the industry hand wringing at the prospect of implementing Safety Management Systems at Part 135 operations, former NTSB Member Robert Sumwalt, in a recent AvWeek column said SMS should not be as hard as thought and should be recast in terms of Safety Management because it implies actively managing safety. SMS is simply the framework for managing safety.
 
“It is about doing the right things for those who rely on your company to provide the safe service for which they are paying,” he wrote. “Think of it this way, the things that are part of a fully functioning SMS are the very things a professionally run aviation provider should be doing in the first place.”
 
His biggest concern is companies buying off-the-shelf programs to show compliance rather than actively satisfying regulatory requirements. Read more.
 
Lawmakers Urge Progress on Mental Health Care
 
In an effort to clear the way for aviation professionals to seek mental health care, U.S. House Transportation and Infrastructure (T&I) Committee and aviation subcommittee members urged FAA to take decisive action on the issue now the subject of a newly formed Mental Health and Aviation Medical Clearances Rulemaking Committee. Legislators want speedy action on removing barriers to such care without jeopardizing safety. Read more.
 
FAA Issues InFo on Part 135 FDRs
 
FAA’s InFo 24003 reminds Part 135 air taxi and commuter operators of the 25-hour flight data recorder requirements prompted by confusion on seating requirements. It calls on directors of maintenance to review seating configurations pertaining to the actual number of seats installed which cannot be reduced by placard, seat blocking or seat belt removal. Read more.
 
Safety Panel Recommends Numerous Safety Improvements
 
The FAA NAS Safety Review Team (SRT) released its final report citing several recommendations to wrest control of safety issues plaguing the system over the past year. Prompted by a series of runway incursions, the report constitutes an “urgent call to action” to improve National Airspace System (NAS) Safety. The report cited continuing political gridlock, government shutdowns, inconsistent funding, workforce shortages and outdated technology as conspiring to erode NAS safety margins. Especially significant was its identification of Congressional actions forcing FAA to do more with less, it said. Read more.
 
Gaining A Better Understanding of Runway Incursions
 
Safety Analyst Roger Cox cited new reporting requirements to get a better understanding of runway incursions. While most incidents are benign, the problems remain in the unpredictability of the event and the fact they happen at all sizes of airports and in all conditions. While FAA is providing additional controller training and supervision, the agency is focusing on airports with a history of incursions. Cox spoke of an FAA You Tube video series about various airports. Read more.
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Lyte Proposes SkyTruck Freighter
 
Lyte Aviation is moving ahead with developing a 19- to 40-seat versions of its LA-44 hydrogen-electric aircraft and expanding its portfolio to be followed by a proposed freighter. It’s VTOL aircraft is principally aimed at the private and business aviation markets but California-based Traverse Aero signed an agreement for up to 20 of its Orca hybrid-electric cargo drones, capable of a 550-pound payload and 600-mile range. Read more.

Universal Hydrogen Powers Megawatt-Class Fuel Cell Powertrain in Simulated Regional Mission
 
Universal Hydrogen successfully ran a megawatt-class fuel cell powertrain using its proprietary liquid hydrogen module to supply the fuel enabling 500 nautical miles range for aircraft such as the ATR 72. “This is the largest fuel cell powertrain ever to run on liquid hydrogen,” said Mark Cousin, the company’s president & CTO, “making it another in a series of ‘firsts’ for Universal Hydrogen.”
 
The liquid hydrogen module powered the company’s “iron bird” ground test rig for over 1 hour and 40 minutes, simulating a regional aircraft flight profile. The company’s liquid hydrogen module holds fuel to power the iron bird for over three hours at full power, with two such modules sufficient for 500 nautical miles of usable range (on top of reserves) for an ATR72. This demonstration is the first time the company’s module and powertrain have been integrated together. Read more.
 
Emerging Tech Unlikely to Affect Aircraft Values
 
The current state of battery technology – about five years in durability for current drone batteries – means electric/hybrid aircraft are unlikely to overturn the values of existing turbine-powered aircraft which are built for 20- to 30-year use, according to an AIN analysis. However, should electric aircraft reduce the overall cost of acquisition and operation, the calculus may change. Read more. 
 
VI&E Solutions and PowerUp America Collaborate Mobility Electrification
 
Volatus Infrastructure & Energy Solutions and PowerUp America are collaborating to electrify the infrastructure at airports, vertiports and other electric mobility locations across the US. The effort will enhance operations for e-VTOLs by providing electric charging for Advanced Air Mobility. Read more.
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﻿Don't forget to Donate to RACCA's Scholarship Program 
Click on the Donate Button
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In Case You Missed It

Pilot Retirement – When the Clock Stops: Embracing the Journey from Active Pilot to Retirement
 
FCC Reopens Review of Proposal To Allow Digital FMs To Hike Power

Joby Receives FAA Approval for Propulsion Certification Plan
 
Electric Regional Air Mobility Will Disrupt Aviation from Below
 
9 Hybrid Aircraft Looking to Transform Regional Travel
 
AvWeek Ranks eVTOL Programs with Joby, Archer in Lead
 
Opinion: Getting Real About eVTOL Startups’ Timelines
﻿
Archer Announces Fourth Quarter and Full Year 2023 Results; Now in Final Phase of Midnight’s Certification Program as it Readies for Launch in 2025
 
Archer Shifts Focus to Compliance, Test Plan Implementation
 
Wisk Sees Path to Autonomy Without Rule Changes
 
Ecopulse Hybrid-Electric Flight Testing Progressing, Daher Says
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		Interested in keeping up with RACCA? Try following us on LinkedIn. 

Spread the word! Invite your contacts to follow RACCA on LinkedIn
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Sign up to receive our Payload Connector Blog.
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