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		RACCA Member Day Coming Soon!!!!
 
More than 40 attendees have signed up for the RACCA’s Member Day April 29-30 at Textron Aviation in Wichita. Don’t miss this exclusive event filled with networking opportunities and insightful sessions.  
 
Secure your spot today and consider becoming a sponsor to showcase your support for our community. Join us in making this inaugural Member Day event exceptional! 
 
Access the full program at: Member Day Program which includes a presentation by FlightSafety outlining current trends in pilot and maintenance training. 
 
For Member Day registration and hotel reservations, click here.
Please note: Hotel reservation deadline is April 15, 2024 
 
Check out who is attending.
 
To Join our list of RACCA Member Day Outstanding Sponsors, please use one of these Sponsorship links below.  
Please note: Printed logo recognition deadline is April 9, 2024 
 
 * Email Frank @ member services directly at: Member Services 
 * Click directly on the RACCA website at: Sponsor Link 
 * Simply scan the following QR code: 
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		Thank You to the Sponsors of RACCA Member Day
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		The RACCA Newsletter is also brought to you by ASAP
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		Member News
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Welcome Gogo Business Aviation
 
Please welcome Scott Richter and Gogo Business Aviation as the newest RACCA Associate Member. Gogo created the inflight connectivity revolution. For over 30 years, Gogo has been the driving force behind breakthrough ideas and technology that connects passengers, pilots and operators to their world. During that span, it has grown into the industry's most trusted brand.
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Elroy, PANYNJ Explore Cargo Drone Ops

Congratulations Elroy Air on being selected to help The Port Authority of New York and New Jersey explore possible uncrewed aircraft routes to move small, high-value packages across the region quickly. Read more.

Yingling Acquires Mid-Continent

Yingling Aviation acquired Mid-Continent Aviation Services (MCAS), a full-service MRO also located at Wichita’s Dwight D. Eisenhower National Airport (ICT). Read more.

Reliable Robotics Shortlisted for Collier Trophy

Reliable Robotics was named one of four finalists for the prestigious Robert J. Collier Trophy awarded by the National Aeronautics Association for over a century. The Trophy is awarded each year to the most innovative programs, companies and individuals demonstrating “the greatest achievement in aeronautics or astronautics in America, with respect to improving the performance, efficiency and safety of air or space vehicles.” Read more.
 
In other news the company received two new government contracts from NASA and the Department of Defense. NASA awarded Reliable and Ohio University $6 million for a collaborative research project to advance autonomous flight tech and industry standards. Read more.

ATR Posts Record Service Sales

Despite a decade-long, stable fleet size, ATR reported record sales for its service division citing the support the manufacturer extended to customers during the pandemic; its customization and flexibility; and the launch of new products such as ‘E-Power,’ a reliability engineering service. About 70% of ATR’s services sales – which amounted to more than $400 million in 2023 – are from materials provision such as spares distribution and its flight-hour-based ‘Global Maintenance Agreement.’ Read more.
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Textron’s Kriya Shortt Outlines Future eAircraft

In an interview with Aviation Week Network, Kriya Shortt, Textron eAviation’s CEO, explained the company’s priorities including Nuuva, its uncrewed aerial system; a focus on completing the build of the Nexus eVTOL technology demonstrator; continuing investment in the Pipistrel portfolio for certification of the Velis Electro and the Panthera.

Members attending RACCA’s Member Day on April 29-30 will receive a complete Textron eAviation briefing. Read more.
 
ATR Addresses Parts Shortage

With the global aircraft parts shortage, ATR is strengthening ties with Tarmac Aerosave as part of an effort to increase parts reuse from ATR 42/72s being dismantled or recycled. The two companies plan on recycling 12 ATRs. Read more.

Sherpa Resurrection Being Considered

De Havilland is considering restarting production of an updated, modernized Shorts Sherpa. The company’s Viking Air acquired the type certificates for the Short Skyvan, 330, 360 and Sherpa in 2019. Read more.

Hartzell Acquires WhirlWind Propellers

Hartzell acquired WhirlWind Propellers Corporation, expanding the company’s light-sport aircraft portfolio. It plans to retain the brand and product offerings in an effort to develop rapid propeller development capabilities. Read more.
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UPS Investor Day Briefing

UPS aims to grow organic revenue to $108 billion by 2026, possibly boosted by merger/acquisition activity, according to a briefing by industry analysts Cowen Research. UPS expects to generate consolidated EBIT margins above 13%, two points above its 2023 results. Read more.
 
In other news, UPS was awarded a significant air cargo contract by the United Stated Postal Service (USPS), greatly expanding the existing relationship between the two organizations. Following a transition period, UPS will become the USPS’s primary air cargo provider and move the majority of USPS air cargo in the US. Read more.

MAC Partners with Castle Aviation on Aircraft Storage      

Mountain Air Cargo (MAC) is partnering with Castle Aviation, as a maintenance partner, in order to add capacity. In recent months, MAC began using Castle Aviation to perform overflow phase checks and aircraft storage for customer aircraft. The partnership is designed to increase MRO capacity across the industry. Read more.

FedEx Reports Operating Income Up 19% Year Over Year

FedEx reported 3Q income and margin improvement despite lower revenue, citing its execution of the company's DRIVE program and continued focus on revenue quality. Revenue for the quarter was down slightly to $21.7 billion, while operating income was $1.24 billion with a 5.7% margin. Read more.
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Beta Technologies Alia CTOL Makes Cape Cod Debut

Beta Technologies Alia prototype made its Cape Cod debut at Joint Base Cape Cod recently, impressing locals with its a whisper-quiet, all-electric aircraft. Dignitaries and military commanders hailed the aircraft for its potential in creating economic opportunities for the region. Read more.
 
In other news, Beta, in a new formal partnership with Signature Aviation, continued to build out its charging network. The three new sites include Signature FBOs in Manchester-Boston Airport, Frederick, MD and Charlottesville, VA. Read more.

Tecnam Gains EASA STOL Clearance

EASA awarded full type certification to Tecnam’s P2012 Traveller in its STOL variant. The P2012 STOL aircraft, specifically designed for Short Take Off and Landing operations, comes after an 18-month certification campaign. Read more.

MAC, CSA Post New Routes

CSA Air introduced of several new routes in the Northeast Region to improve service efficiency and reliability for customers. CSA will use its Cessna Caravans on the Bangor-Portland and Portland-Presque Isle routes. Read more.
 
Meanwhile, Mountain Air Cargo added multiple new routes in the Northeast Region including Newark to Providence, Nantucket, Martha’s Vineyard and Albany using the C208 fleet. Read more.
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Textron Creates Aviation Theme Park

The advent of an aviation theme park attraction in 2025, will surely help promote aviation and aerospace careers as Textron brings the world of flight to life. Textron Aviation Flight Adventure will be an attraction within Exploration Place’s outdoor “destination playscape” project. The new exhibition at the science center “seeks to inspire the dreams of residents and visitors in aviation, STEM, and the freedom of flight,” according to Exploration Place officials. Read more.

Check out the cool video.

Wichita airport celebrates 70 years

Merlin Names COO, CFO & CEO NZ

Merlin named three C-level executives to its leadership team including Soo Cho, a former Palantir executive with over a decade of people management and employment counsel experience, who will serve as Merlin’s chief operating officer. Merlin also appointed Patrick DePriest, its former Vice President of Finance, to Chief Financial Officer, as well as Grant Crenfeldt, its former Director of Operational Compliance and Safety, to Chief Executive Officer of Merlin New Zealand. Read more.

Women belong at UPS

In celebrating Jessie Bell, its first female employee, hired in 1923, who worked for 31 years at the cargo giant –– UPS signaled a continuing tradition of elevating women especially since it is led by CEO Carol Tomé, one of the few women CEOs in the Fortune 50 ranks. Read more.

WAS Offers Brasilia Airstair

Worldwide Aircraft Services is offering a solution to those ERJ-135/145 aircraft not equipped with a production airstair door with a modification of a folding stair in the main entrance of the Embraer EMB 135/145 aircraft. Read more.
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Behind the Scenes at ZeroAvia

In a really interesting article, Aero Time takes us behind the scenes at ZeroAvia. Backed by Bill Gates, British Airways and Airbus, ZeroAvia promises to redefine travel with its zero-emissions hydrogen propulsion system. The article explains how a new era of hydrogen aviation is taking shape. Read more.

C&L Acquires ATR Parts Inventory

C&L Aerospace expanded its support for ATR operators with the recent purchase of a significant inventory valued at $20 million. The lot includes rotables, expendables, and piece parts, all with new EASA Form 1 tags. Read more

PWI Gains FAA Approval

PWI received FAA PMA approval for its LED cabin lighting systems for the Learjet 35/35A and the Learjet 36/36A business jet aircraft. PWI LEDs cabin lighting systems are ready to install straight out of the box with no aircraft modifications required. Read more.

PWI is also offering Cessna Citation Excel 560XL complete fluorescent light cabin lighting replacement. Read more.

MAC, CSA Recruit at ERAU

Recruiting and flight teams from Mountain Air Cargo and CSA attended the highly anticipated career fair at Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University. Read more. 

Competition for Returned Packages Prompts Amazon, FedEx Discussion

While Amazon and FedEx did not reach a consensus on partnering in the return package shipment business, the talks illustrated industry shifts, according to a Wall Street Journal article. The conversation between the two giants would have boosted package numbers at FedEx by accepting more Amazon return packages at FedEx locations. Read more.
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		RAA Conference Set for September

RAA Leaders Conference provides a unique opportunity to connect with airline CEOs, industry experts, and friends. Content will include insights from industry experts and policymakers, while attendees can engage with customers, industry influencers and decision-makers. This exclusive event is the only conference held for and about the North American regional airline industry and will take place on September 24-25 in Washington, DC. Read more.
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		Workforce 
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Pilot Supply Improves as Airlines Slow Hiring
 
Supply chain problems at Boeing which limit delivery of its 737s and 787s, coupled with package delivery downturns and GTF maintenance issues provide temporary relief in pilot hiring, according to a recent Cowen Research report. Goldman Sachs agreed. The companies believe demand is fulfilled and expects hiring to normalize in 2024 with airlines doing less flying with more pilots. Read more.

United Airlines is looking for volunteers among its pilots to take off a month without pay during May or to reduce the amount of flying they do. Several regional airlines have noticed a shift in the environment with decreased attrition rates. Mesa Airlines CEO Jonathan Ornstein said, “There was a time when none of us could find first officers. Now I think we have close to 2,000 applicants for qualified first officers.” Read more.

ARSA Survey Reveals Recruitment Challenges

ARSA released its 2024 Global Fleet & MRO Market Assessment. The report, produced each year for ARSA by global consulting firm Oliver Wyman, shows the international maintenance market surpassed $100 billion in direct annual spending. The 4,000 maintenance firms located in the US employ nearly 185,000 people and produce almost $65 billion in economic activity (not including indirect spending on business services and related community impact). Even with modest growth projections – the total market is expected to grow just shy of 2% through 2034. The report concluded repair and parts production professionals need new ways to recruit, train, and retain new talent. Read more.

Maintenance staff shortage could clip aviation industry's wings

CAE Says Extended Reality Is Key to MRO Technician Training

PSA Develops Innovative MRO Training Strategies

Maintenance workforce shortages prompted PSA Airlines to get creative in hiring and training its aviation maintenance workforce. To that end it coupled a training makeover with the introduction of new technologies designed to improve training. It is hiring direct from maintenance schools despite finding they lacked skills in advanced avionics, composite materials and digital troubleshooting as well effective communication, teamwork and adaptability. For that reason, the company launched a progressive training model switching out a month of on-the-job training, providing a practical understanding with the general familiarization training. Read more.

Check out latest trends in crew hiring with FAPA March Hiring Bulletin
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Show Your Support for RACCA 

Place the RACCA Logo on your website., a great idea for companies wanting to show their partnership with us and show support for RACCA efforts. Reach out to kcreedy@raccaonline.org to receive a copy of our logo and thank you for your support!
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		Industry Watch
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New Calls for Completion of GA Survey in Offering

The 46th Annual 2023 General Aviation and Part 135 Activity Survey remains open and is expected to launch new mailings between April 12 and May 31 to get a complete picture of the GA fleet. The data is used to help FAA plan for the future. For more information contact infoaviationsurvey@tetratech.com.
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		Emerging Technologies
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Delivery Drones Gain Clearer Commercial Path

Delivery drones are ready for prime time with operators viewing 2024 as the first year of scaling for drone delivery services. Others offer cautionary notes noting drone delivery has expanded more rapidly outside the US. A McKinsey report estimated that more than one million commercial drone deliveries were completed around the world last year, of which about 157,500 were in North America. Read more

Honeywell: AAM Consolidation in Offing
﻿
While air taxi AAM won't begin to scale until 2026-28, cargo AAM -- uncrewed middle-mile cargo services couled happen by the end of 2024 or early 2025, Honeywell told a recent London conference. The company expects see a massive movement toward AAM consolidation. The company believes eVTOL freighters will make same-day delivery a reality anywhere. Read more.

Xwing Wins Army xTech SBIR Autonomy Contract

Xwing advanced as a winner of a Phase I SBIR from the Army xTech SBIR Autonomy program. In the coming months, Xwing will showcase its abilities in autonomous airlift and logistics missions for Army stakeholders. Read more.

AAM MRO Revealed

With numerous deals to maintain the newly emerging Advance Air Mobility aircraft around the globe, Aviation Week Network filed an important report on the challenges facing the industry. One of its greatest challenges is not only determining what is needed but where it is needed. The article suggests the heavy activity over the last few months is reality setting in that the industry must focus as much on maintenance as certification and operations. Given the predications for AAM growth, OEM’s must continue to outsource maintenance. Read more.

Vertical Integration Marks Key Split Between Joby And Archer

Grid Upgrades Needed to Support AAM

Global transition to new power and propulsion modes will require massive investment in the electric grid, according to a recent Aviation Week Network report as AAM alone increases demand six-to-seven times. A recent study by US National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL) is expected to help industry, city and community planners prepare. Read more.
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		RACCA Members Evident at Women in Aviation International Conference
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	Cape Air's Linda Markham is a huge supporter of Women in Aviation International and remains a board member. It was great to see the Cape Air booth in the exhibit area.
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	UPS was a huge draw at WAI 2024 but a rare lull enabled this shot.
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	Alpine Air Express is always at WAI and during WAI 2024 it promoted careers for women. 
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	Mountain Air Cargo knows how to promote itself, as you can tell from all its news in the RACCA newsletter. So it was no surprise to find them in the WAI 2024 exhibit hall.
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	With over 5000 in attendance at WAI 2024, it was hard to get a clear shot of FedEx's booth which elevated cargo careers. 



		[image: https://files.constantcontact.com/922ee69e401/48f93d5f-fa6f-42ae-a9df-85909e98845f.jpg?rdr=true]



	Pete Broschet from Empire Airlines boosted cargo careers during WAI 2024. 
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	FlightSafety International is such an important part of RACCA so it was great seeing them put the same enthusiasm in supporting WAI 2024. 
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	Castle Aviation provided a popular photo op during WAI 2024 with a life sized cutout of Michael Grossman who couldn't make it to the event. 
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	Duncan Aviation spoke about the company's new Aviation Maintenance Technician training program, part of a growing trend in the industry in creating exclusive pathway programs.
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	Textron Aviation, the host of the upcoming RACCA Member Day, was also on hand to promote aviation and manufacturing careers. 
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	One of the biggest movers and shakers in regional cargo is Ameriflight which promoted its Pathway programs at WAI 2024. 
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	The Univeristy Aviation Association is a big supporter of WAI and guiding kids to the types of programs that will make for career success. Great to see Dawn Vinson helping with that guidance
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﻿Don't forget to Donate to RACCA's Scholarship Program 
Click on the Donate Button
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In Case You Missed It

How the World’s Biggest Plane Would Supersize Wind Energy
 
FedEx EVP/CIO Robert B. Carter to Step Down
 
Some FAA air taxi regulations may overlap state, local authorities: GAO report
 
Atlas Air Champions Diversity & Inclusion on the Ground and in the Sky
 
Airbus establishes OpenCargoLab in collaboration with airfreight industry leaders
 
Archer Successfully Completes Multiple Battery Pack Drop Tests; One of the Most Challenging Tests
 
Spoof-proofing GPS is Send’s New Solution
 
Airlines Train Pilots to Manage GPS Tampering
 
Eve Names UATM Solution ‘Vector’; Deliveries Planned For 2026
 
Harrisburg International Airport continues project to expand cargo capacity by 30%
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		Interested in keeping up with RACCA? Try following us on LinkedIn. 

Spread the word! Invite your contacts to follow RACCA on LinkedIn
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Sign up to receive our Payload Connector Blog.
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